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Attention is called to the fact that copies of the principal 
publications of the Board of Trade, a list of which is 
given on p. v. of the advertisement section of this 
issue of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” may now be 
purchased from Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, 
Cornhill, London, E.C., as well as from those agents 
whose names are given at the head of the same page. 


THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH. 


In a notice on p. 432 will be found a statement 
of the objects and work of the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Branch has been moved from 50, Parliament 
Street to 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

The Temporary Enquiry Office, hitherto at 49, 
Eastcheap, E.C., has also been moved to 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C. 


INFORMATION ON TRADE AND INDUSTRY. 


Information on the subjects named in the notice on the 
cover will be found in the following Board of Trade 
publications, obtainable in London upon application to 
Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, Kast Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, E.C., and 382, Abingdon Street, 8S.W., and their 
Sub-Agents, Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, Cornhill, 
E.C.; in Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd; and in 
Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, at 
the prices named, viz. :— 

1 “Board of Trade Journal,’ 8rd September, 1903, 
pp. 448-61, 5th May, 1904, p. 216, at 1d. 

2 } Statistical Abstract for the( pp. 28/29 

3 United Kingdom, 50th}p. 12 

4. number (Cd. 1,727), at) pp. 162/177 

5 ee eer vas ... | pp. 55/155. 
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o 


6 
7 


y .* 


(Return of United Kingdom imports and exports by 
groups of countries (214) at $d. 

Exports to Foreign Countries of Woollens, Cottons 
and Cutlery (327) at 4d. 

Annual Statement of ‘Trade, 1908. 





Vol. I. (Cd. 2,048) at 7s. 1d. .... pp. 166 et seg. 
Annual Statement of Trade, 1908. 
. Vol. II. (Cd. 2,081) at 5s... . pp. 177/453 


oth I Abstract of Labour Statistics, PP pp. 176/182 


8 Food Supplies (Imported) Return (179) 27 42d. 


9th No. (Cd. 1,755) at 1s. . 84/72 


9 Colonial Import Duties Return (Cd. 1,811) 2s, 
10 British Colonies (Duties on Imports), No. 299, at 4d. 
11 Canada (Preferential Tariff for goods from the 


12 


12 


United Kingdom), No. 310, at 4d. 
Statistical Abstract for the Colonial 
and other Possessions of the United 
Kingdom, 40th No. (Cd. 1,729) 1s. 9d. pp. 38/227 
Trade of British Possessions. Statement ..... 
during the year 1901 (Cd. 1,638) at 1d. 
Trade (Colonies & the United Kingdom), No. 262, 2d. | 
Trade (Colonies and Foreign Countries) No. 110, 2d. 


13 Foreign Import Duties Return (Cd. 1,735) at 1s. 11d. 
14 Statistical Abstract for the principal 


15 
16 
17 
18 


19 
20 


and other foreign countries, 29th 


number (Cd. 1,796) at 1s. 6d. pp. 44/217 
Abstract of Foreign Labour Statistics 
» (Cd. 720) at 1s. 43d. . p. 1/161 


Trade between the United Kingdom, ‘om and 
Germany (328) at 4d. 

Trade between the United Kingdom and Germany 
(131) at 13d. 

Memorandum on the comparative Statistics of 
Population, Industry, and Commerce in the 
United Kingdom and some leading foreign 
countries (Cd. 1,199) at 52d. 

British and Foreigu trade and industry. Memoranda, 
statistical tables and charts (Cd. 1,761) at 3s. 6d. 

Naval Expenditure and Mercantile Marine (Great 

Britain, &c.) (284) at 1d. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE, 
BRITISH INDIA. 


The East Indian Railway Company are prepared to receive tenders 
for the supply and delivery of— 

Deck Spans. Deck spans (150 feet and 200 feet) for new 

Barakar Bridge 
as per specification to be seen at the Company’s Offices, Nicholas 
Lane, London, E.C. 

Tenders are to be sent to the Secretary, marked ‘‘Tender tor 
Deck Spans,” not later than 12 noon, on Wednesday, the 15th day 
of June. 

The Company reserve the right to divide the order, also to 
decline any tender without assigning a reason, and do not bind 
themselves to accept the lowest or any tender. 

For each specification a fee of 1l. 1s. is charged, which cannot 
under any circumstances be returned. 


CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
Enquiries relatine ‘24° received at the Canadian Government 
d 3 Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., whence further 


to Canadian Trade. j. formation may be obtained :— 


Home Enquiries—A London firm of general merchants and 
agents doing business in hardware, dry goods, and comestibles, &c., 
are seeking openings in Canada and desire to correspond with 
buyers of these goods. 

Enquiry is made for names of wholesale dealers in Montreal and 
other leading centres, dealing in provisions, groceries, or domestic 
stores, with a view to the placing of an agency for matches. 

A firm requiring Canadian joinery, &c., for South Africa wish 
to communicate with manufacturers with a view to arranging for 
direct shipments. 

Canadian Enquiry.—A Montreal firm desire to undertake agencies 
for exporters of preserved goods such as sardines, peas, mush- 
rooms, &c. 

Note.—For further information sper hii any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
Victoria Street, S.W. 








NATAL. 


The “‘ Natal Government Gazette” of the 19th April contains the 
Waterworks text of a Bill to be introduced into the Legisla- 
Seceataieniittien tive Assembly, to enable the Town Council of 

* Ladysmith to raise a loan for the purpose of 
improving and extending the water supply of that borough. 
The amount to be raised for this purpose is not to exceed 

35,0000. 
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RUSSIA. 


The United States Consul at Leipzig reports that it has been 
proposed to equip the St. Petersburg street 


Electric railways with electric power, thus doing away 
Railway . . 
: with the horse cars. For this purpose, the 
Equipment. 


City Council has appointed a commission to 
ascertain and report if the River Wuoksa is capable of furnishing 
enough motive power. 





DENMARK. 


The ‘‘ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce,” announces that the Danish 
Government invites tenders for the reconstruc- 


peter i he tion of the Castle of Kristiansborg (the ancient 
Kristiansborg, Palace of the Kings of Denmark). 


The cost of the work will probably amount 
to 6,000,000 crowns (about 333,333/.). 

Full particulars may be obtained from the Minister of Public 
Works, Copenhagen, on payment of 20 crowns (about 11. 2s. 6d.). 


The ‘* Moniteur des Intéréts Matérials ” (Brussels) states that the 

Plant and Danish State Railways will shortly invite ten- 

ore ders for the construction at Copenhagen of a 
Building « ; © 

Materials central workshop for machinery, at a cost of 

3,200,000 kroner (about 178,000/.); and of a 

central station at Copenhagen, at a cost of 18,965,000 kroner (about 

1,054,000/.). 





FRANCE. 


The French “ Journal Officiel” of the 26th May announces that 
Canal tenders will be opened at 3 p.m. on the 14th 
Preiss Wie June for the construction of a canal between 
*  Montbéliard and the Haute-Saone. 
The estimated cost of the work is 66,4007. A deposit of 2,0001. 
is required to qualify any tender. 
Tenders will be received by M. Bouvaist, Ingénieur en chef des 
Ponts et Chaussées, Vesoul. Particulars may be obtained from 
M. Bourquin, 24 bis, rue Denfert-Rochereau, Belfort. 





PORTUGAL. 


The “ Diario do Governo” of 19th May publishes a Royal Decree, 
Electric Light approving the conditions drawn up by the 
Plant. municipal authorities of Barcellos for an 
inclusive concession for the electric lighting of 
that town during 30 years. The municipality will undertake to 
use the minumum cuantity of 160 incandescent lamps of 16 candle 
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power and 6 arc lamps of 50 candle power, for which it will pay 
the sum of 1,500 milreis (or about 250/.) annually. 


The “Diario” containing the above notice may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
ot Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


SPAIN. 


The ‘“ Gaceta de Madrid” of 20th May contains a notice calling 
sc ii cies for tenders which will be opened in the buildin 

oe  gnenes known as “ Prevencién,” aaah de la Reina, 

_ at noon on 21st June, for the supply of electric 
light to the said town for 43 years from the Ist July next at the 
upset price of 11,500 pesetas (or about 328/.) per annum. The 
Public Service requires 700 incandescent lamps of 10 candle power 
and two ‘“‘ Nerts” lamps of 100 candle power each. A provisional 
deposit of 575 pesetas (or about 16/.) is required to qualify any 
tender. 





The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 22nd May contains a copy of an 

Hydro Electric — granting to Don Bertrand y Renard, of 

Plant. ijon, a concession for an appropriation of 

200 litres of water per second from the Serondi 

River in the district of Proaza, for the production of electric 
motive power for industrial uses. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” of 23rd May contains a notice calling 
for tenders, which must be presented by 1 p.m. 
on 10th June, and which will be opened at 
11 am. on 11th idem, in the Directorate- 
General of “ Timbre del Estado,” Madrid, for the supply of printers’ 
and engravers’ inks which may be required in the National Mint 
and Stamp Paper Factory for three years from Ist July. The 
sheet of conditions and samples are on view in the offices named. 
The “ Gaceta”’ gives a special form of tender which may be used 
by foreign manufacturers, together with a form of guarantee to be 
signed by a local firm, which has to accompany any such tender. 


Printers’ and 
Engravers Ink. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 25th May contains a notice calling 
for tenders, which will be opened at 10.30 a.m. 


Naval ‘ ; 
Somatumeittend on 30th J une, in the library of the Arsenal at 
Materials Cartagena, for the supply of the material neces- 


sary for works on the cruisers ‘ Rio de la 
Plata ” and “ Catalufia,” tanks of the cruiser “ Isabel II.,” and the 
floating dock of the Arsenal, divided in four lots. The particulars 
and conditions may be seen in the Secretariat of the Arsenal at 
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Cartagena, and in the Admiralty Office, Barcelona. Tenders would 
have to be submitted through agents. 


The ‘‘Gacetas”” containing the above may be seen on appli- 
cation at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


~ SPAIN—CANARY ISLES. 


The French Consul at Las Palmas, in a recent report, states that 
iceatanh the development of the agricultural resources 
Fertilisers of the Canary Isles is causing a large demand 
— for chemical fertilisers. Liverpool, London, 
and Hamburg are the principal sources of supply. 
The kinds most in request are: sulphate of ammonia, nitrate of 
soda, nitrate of potassium, superphosphates, sulphate of potassium 
and vitriol. 








ITALY. 


The Board of Trade have received a despatch from H.M. Consul- 
jim eus General at Genoa, forwarding translation of a 
' notice inviting tenders for the supply to the 
Varnish. . . 
Italian Navy of (1) colours to the estimated 
value of 82,300 lire (about 3,2921.); (2) varnish to the estimated 
value of 36,700 lire (about 1,468/.). 

Sealed tenders will be opened at 11 a.m. on the 9th June, a 
deposit of 8,230 lire (about 3201.) being required to qualify the 
first tender and 3,670 lire (about 146l.) to qualify the second. 

Tenders will be received at the Royal Arsenals (Contract Offices) 
of Spezia, Naples, Venice and Taranto ; they must be made out on 
Government stamped paper of one lira. ‘lenders made on behalf 
of third parties must be accompanied by a special power of attorney, 
as general powers of attorney are not admitted. 

The special conditions of contract may be seen at the Ministry 
of Marine, Rome; at the Directorates-General of the Royal Arsenals; 
at the Technical Offices of the Navy, Genoa; and at the principal 
Italian Chambers of Commerce. 


With reference to the notices published in the “ Board of Trade 
Ceniinaiiiyit Journal” for 30th July, 1903, p. 205, 13th 
— . “ August, p. 295, and 19th November, p. 341, it 
a nM appears from the “ Bollettino delle Finanze” of 
a the 22nd May, that a new scheme has now 
been prepared for the construction of an aqueduct in Apulia. 

The Italian Minister of Public Works will shortly introduce a 
Bill, embodying this project, in the Chamber of Deputies. It is 
intended to. provide a water supply for the provinces of Foggia, 
Bari, and Lece, at a cost of 125,000,000 lire (about 5,000,0001.) to 
be spread over a period of 20 years. 
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SERVIA. 


The “ Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels) states that the Servian 
Rail Government has decided on the construction of 
ae two narrow-gauge railway line h about 

Construction Bane y Padre 

* 112 miles long, from Belgrade to Valjevo, and 
from Paratchin to Taétchar respectively. 

These lines will be worked by the Government, which has con- 
tracted a loan of 480,000. for their construction. The adjudication 
of the work, in sections, will take place about the middle of June ; 
tenders for the rolling stock will be invited later on. 

According to the “‘ Bulletin,” the Servian Government wishes to 
extend one of the already existing railway lines, but is debarred 
from’ doing so by lack of funds; endeavours are being made to 
obtain these from foreign financiers. 


ROUMANIA., 


The Belgian Consul at Constantza states, in a recent report, 

; ‘that. law courts, an official residence for the 

. pw diaber prefect, and a royal villa, are being erected in 

" that town, at a cost of about 20,0002. The 

municipal authorities intend to spend 12,0001. on the construction 

of a casino this year, and also to erect iron buildings for a market. 

Other schemes for the improvement of the town are under con- 

sideration, including the paving of the principal streets with 
granite, and a partial system of drainage. 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 

In a recent report to the Foreign Office, the British Vice-Consul 
at Adana states that the tea trade in that 
Tea at Adana. district is still capable of development. Imports 
from the United Kingdom and dependencies 
increased largely during the past year; the value of the 
amount imported from the United Kingdom, Cyprus, India 
and Egypt, through the Port of Mersina ror 9. 954). in 
1902, and 5,7401. in 1903. Tea can be obtained almost every- 
where in the country, and by paying a very big price a fair 
quality can now be found in the more civilised localities, but in 
the opinion of the Vice-Consul there appears to be an opening for 
an equally good quality at a more moderate price, still leaving 

a good margin of profit. (Horeign Office, Annual Series, 3,154.) 








A recent report by the Belgian Vice-Consul at Smyrna contains 

the following particulars of the demand for 

Woollen rings woollen fabrics and men’s clothing in Turkey 
space: ; (iy Sele 

Men s Clothing. There is an ever increasing tendency among 

the inhabitants of Turkey in Asia to dress like the inhabitants of 
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OTTOMAN EMPIRE—continued. 


Western Europe, and as the railways penetrate into the interior, 
the number of Turks abandoning their national costume is 
also increasing. At first, they generally choose bright colours 
and striking designs, but they gradually approximate to quieter 
patterns. 

At the present time the value of the annual importation of cloth 
into Smyrna excluding Levant cloth, used in the manufacture of 
Oriental costumes, may be estimated at about 160,000/., distri- 
buted as follows :—United Kingdom, 80,0001. ; Germany, 32,0001. ; 
Belgium, 16,000/.; France, 12,000/.; Austria, 12,000/.; Italy, 
8,000/. 

The United Kingdom has the monopoly of certain kinds of 
stout fabrics, such as frieze, beaver, pilot cloth, &c., which are 
largely used by the lower orders; and also of the superfine articles, 
for which there is only a limited demand. Germany has managed 
to secure a large amount of trade by importing cloths resembling 
the English articles in lightness and softness of touch, but inferior 
in quality, often containing a large admixture of cotton: the 
colours also fade rapidly. However, the good appearance and 
cheapness of these cloths causes them to find a ready sale. The 
German traders’ system of credit is very liberal: they were the 
first to grant six months’ credit, and at the present time they give 
as much as nine. 

The Levant cloths are of smooth texture and various shades. 
They are used in the manufacture of native articles of clothing. 
The whole of the supply comes from Silesia and Bohemia. 


There is a good opening for feathers and artificial flowers in 

Smyrna, according to “ Export” (Berlin). At 

say rena the present dike Vienna firm boraighen the 
es larger quantity. 

? In order to sell these articles in the East, it 
is necessary, remarks this journal, to employ a practised traveller. 
The towns to visit are:—Constantinople, Salonica, Smyrna, 
Athens, Alexandria, and Cairo. Orders are taken in May and 
June for the winter season; in October and November for the 
summer season. 

The traveller must be provided with a comprehensive selection 
of samples; cheap articles as well as those of a higher class. 
Unless clients are regularly visited by a traveller, good results are 
not to be expected. Questions are sure to arise as to colour, 
size, &c., which an agent cannot answer offhand. He has to 
correspond with the firm he represents, and, whilst awaiting a 
reply, another firm, employing a traveller, will probably secure the 
order. 
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MOROCCO. 


According to the “ Handels Museum,” the growing importance of 
;, the European Colony at Tangier will soon 
yong he - render it necessary to carry out ponte public 
_ works, such as the reconstruction of the 

abattoirs and the market, and the establishment of waterworks. 

A step has recently been taken towards the accomplishment of 
these schemes; the Diplomatic Corps, at their last meeting, having 
decided to ask the Government of Morocco to furnish sites for the 
abattoirs and market. They will also request the Government 
to construct waterworks, or, failing this, to allow foreign contractors 


to undertake the work. 





PERSIA. 

H.M. Consul at Kerman, in a recent report to the Foreign Office, 
Collection of remarks :—“ I have collected specimens of all 
Cuttings of the textile goods sold in the Kerman Bazar, 

tation alt tn and, as far as possible, give their origin. 

rasan “wedi British includes Indian goods in some cases. 
‘ The price of each article per zar or metre is 
shown in krans—the average rate is 53 krans per 1/.—and the 


Persian names are given.” 
These cuttings may be seen at the Commercial’ Intelligence 


Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


In the same report the Consul states that about twenty water lifts 
have been imported from the United Kingdom 


Water Wheels. or India. ‘They are worked by bullocks. and, if 
successful, one hundred will be purchased, the 


Persian wheels being cumbersome and expensive to maintain. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,167.) 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


The Acting British Consul at Chicago reports that an enquiry has 
been made at his Consulate for the names of 





Names of : 
Manufacturers anes “ Pin a sparanen of antique 
: jewellery and plated ware. 
. iemeedy Communications should be addressed to the 
Jewellery and Acting British Consul, British Consulate, 
Plated Ware Chicago. 
Wanted. 





CUBA. 
The French Minister at Havana remarks, in a recent report, that 
there is a large sale for patent medicines in Cuba. 
Patent Medicines. ‘The value of these articles imported during 
the year 1902-03 amounted to 63,233/.; the 
importations from France amounting to 40,3022. 
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—_—7—"— 


A large number of the inhabitants live far from a doctor, and are 
consequently accustomed to keep a stock of various remedies in 
the house, to make use of in case of sudden illness. Quinine also 
sells largely. 





CHILE. 


With reference to the notices which have appeared in the ‘“ Board 
of Trade Journal” in regard to the large 
en for sewerage and drainage of Santiago, 
‘Board of Trade Journal” 14th January, 

p- 57; 4th Peaidiieg ‘ 205; and 17th March, p. 493), attention 
is called to the fact that the paving work rebareed | to in the notices 
n p. 109, 21st April, and p. 344, 26th May, constitutes a com- 
paratively small contract, which is quite apart from the extensive 
contracts for sewerage and paving referred to in the earlier 
notices, and the last date for presentation of tenders for which was 


extended to Ist October next in accordance with the notice on 
p. 301 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” of 19th May. 


BRAZIL. 


The “ Diario Official” of Brazil of 26th April contains a decree 

opening a credit in the Ministry of Industry, 

Railway Plant. Transport and Public Works, to the amount of 

1,200,000 milreis (or about 60,000/.) for the 

works of prolonging the central line of the Central Railway of 
Brazil. 


The “ Diario. Official” of Brazil of 5th May contains a decree 

; : approving the draft of a contract, which is 
ee or oat forth Fr the “ Diario,” to be made between 
the Ministry of Industry, Transport and Public 
Works, and the civil engineer, Eugenio de Andrade, for the con- 
struction and working for 70 years of a standard gauge electric 
railway from Rio de Janeiro to Petropolis. The concessionaire 
has the right of exemption from import duty on certain articles 
destined for the construction of the railway as well as on the coal 
destined for its working. 


Sewerage and 
Paving. 





The “ Diarios” containing the above may be seen on appli- 
cation at the offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


PARAGUAY. 


The United States Consul at Asuncion reports that one of the depart- 
ments of the Paraguayan Government has made 

Steamboats. a specific enquiry with a view to purchasing 
suitable river boats. The steamers should be of 
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400 or more tons capacity, in good condition, and with draft not 
exceeding 74 feet loaded. Their average speed should be about 
12 miles an hour, with a daily coal consumption of 4 tons. The 
cargo will consist principally of cotton. Price and time of de- 
livery should be stated. The Consul is unable to give an exact 
description of what is desired, but believes that proposals for any 
good, sound boat, economical and suitable for navigation in those 
waters, will be considered. 





CHINA. 


H.M. Consul at Kiungchow in his report for 1903 states that no 
List of Goods not tendency is shown to import new classes of 
yet Imported at goods into that port. ‘The list of goods ‘not 
Winans imported given in his report for 1900 (Annual 
6 Series, 2,714) in the hope that some opening 
for them might be found, remains the same as before, viz. :— 
Shirtings, white, figured, brocaded, and spotted; T-cloths, 
Indian; drills, Indian; jeans, British; sheetings, British and 
Indian ; twills, printed; cotton damasks; cotton yarn, British; 
flannel; canvas; gunny cloth; iron, sheet, plate, pig, and Kent- 
ledge ; brass wire; white metal or German silver ; nickel; buttons, 
brass and fancy; colours; machinery; matches, non-Japanese ; 
match-making materials; morphia; silk and cotton ribbons; 
stores, household; and umbrellas, European. 





EXHIBITIONS. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
Setetitie it copy of the English translation of the catalogue 
Ge ATT kee of the German section of the St. Louis Exhibi- 
eve Louis tion. In addition to a catalogue of German 
Exhibition exhibits, the volume contains a_ general 
' introduction, entitled ‘‘The German Empire 
and its People at the Beginning of the 20th Century” (with 
interesting sections on German industries) and articles on 
German educational questions, chemistry, imperial insurance, 
mining in Germany, workmen’s insurance, protection afforded to 
the labouring classes, German engineering, electro-technical 
questions, art, machinery, musical instruments, textile industries, 
wine production, &c., &c. 

The volume may be seen by those interested on application at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 
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RUSSIA. 


According to “Les Annales Diplomatiques et Consulaires ” 
(Paris), an Agricultural Exhibition is to be 


, mm held in Kief during August and September 
of ne next. Itis to have an industrial department 


or division for the exhibition of machines for 
refineries, distilleries, breweries, soap factories, brick kilns, starch 
factories, factories for making farinaceous foods, and another 
division for industries that aid agriculture; rope walks, tanneries, 
factories for extracting vegetable and mineral oils, glue and paste 
mills, &c. Agricnltural machines, seeds, and everything pertain- 
ing to agriculture will be admitted free. The exhibition is under 
the direction of the Agricultural Society of Kief. 





BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


Basra.—H.M. Consul at Basra, in a recent report to the Foreign 
Office, remarks that Basra is badly in need of the services of a 
bank. Merchants are too much in the hands of the native sarafs 
or money changers. At timnes money is exceedingly difficult to 
procure, even in exchange for first-class bills. Exchange during 
the date season last year moved heavily against shippers, and, at 
one time, the rate for four months’ drafts was as low as 1034 Turkish 
piastres for 1l. sterling. The average rate during the year was 
106 Turkish piastres for 1l. sterling. (oreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,168.) 


Newchwang.—H.M. Consul at Newchwang, in his report for 
1903, states that the trade now carried on at Port Arthur and 
Dalny has not sensibly affected the trade of Newchwang. As a 
matter of fact the business done at those ports is so far not 
Manchurian trade as understood at Newchwang. With the 
exception of a certain quantity of wild silk and beans shipped to 
Dalny, both imports and exports at the two Russian ports may be 
said to be unconnected with the ordinary trade of the country. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,169.) 
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COTTON CULTIVATION IN EGYPT. 


The following particulars relating to cotton cultivation in Egypt 
are taken from a recent report by the United States Vice-Consul 
at Cairo :— 

The sowing of cotton begins generally about the 15th of 
February in Upper Egypt and terminates in the first fortnight of 
April in the most northerly provinces of Lower Egypt; occasion- 
ally, in exceptional years, the sowing is continued right up to the 
end of April, without any prejudice to the crop. 

In Upper Egypt the harvest begins about the 10th of August 
and in the delta between the 5th and 10th of September, and by 
the end of November, even in the later or most northerly districts, 
the season is regarded as over. 

The crop consists of three pickings, the first representing about 
50 per cent. of the total yield, which is of course the best quality 
obtained ; in the second, about 40 per cent. is gathered; and 
finally in the third picking the remainder, which is generally of 
inferior quality, is removed. 

To better explain the method of selling cotton in the interior the 
various cultivators should be classed under three categories, viz., 
the native cultivators, the small proprietors, and the large land- 
owners who cultivate on a large scale. 

The small native cultivators bring their cotton to the nearest 
market as soon as it is picked, but sometimes, in cases where the 
land is rented, they sell their cotton to the proprietors. 

The cultivators of the second class are in a better position to 
look after their own interests. Unless they have previously 
disposed of their cotton to the money lenders in the summer they 
store it and await the arrival of the brokers, who go round the 
villages, and sell it to them on the spot, either harvest by harvest, 
or the whole crop. Sometimes these cultivators obtain money 
advances from the local buyers on the understanding that the latter 
have the preference at the time of selling. It very often happens 
that the inhabitants of one village, or the members of one family, 
combine and dispose of their cotton to one single buyer, and this 
system usually secures them better conditions. 

The large proprietors have every opportunity of disposing of their 
cotton at best advantage to themselves, as, with the growing spirit 
of competition among the buyers, they are afforded every facility 
to do so. 

Many of the large firms operating in the interior have their own 
gins, and a number of them who export their own cotton have 
steam presses to prepare the bales for shipment. 

It is estimated that half the crop comes from the interior for 
account of the exporters and is pressed either by steam or hydraulic 
power. The other half is sent to Alexandria to be sold. All the 
hydraulically pressed bales have to be pressed again by steam 
before shipping. The average weight of a bale of cotton hydraulic- 
ally pressed is about 84 cantars (833 lbs.) and one pressed by 
steam weighs from 74 to 7? cantars (734 to 768 lbs.). 








398 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [June 2, 1904, 





Cotton Cultivation in Egypt. 





At Alexandria the cotton is sold net, with an allowance of one- 
half of 1 per cent. for humidity and sample. The cost of weighing 
and selling brokerage are defrayed by the seller. 

The cotton is sold on a sample drawn by the seller, but the final 
fixing of the price only takes place when the buyer has seen a 
general sample drawn by his own men and considers this sample 
satisfactory. Even then the buyer is free to reject the goods if on 
inspecting the cotton it does not turn out equal to samples or if at 
that moment the state of the market or news from abroad is 
unfavourable. This is an abuse for which no remedy has yet 
been found. | 

Steam pressing in Alexandria costs 3 piastres (about 64d.) per 
cantar (99 lbs.). Freight for Liverpool is fixed at 11s. per ton 
measurement of 40 cubic feet ; two bales are calculated for a ton. 
For the United States, shipments are generally made vid Liverpool, 
but freight rates vary every year. 





CHEMICAL MANURES IN ITALY. 


The ‘ Bollettino Ufficiale del Ministero d’Agricoltura, &c.,” 
publishes a report on the consumption of chemical manures in 
Italy, drawn up by the Professor of Agricultural Chemistry at 
the Royal Technical School of Milan. ‘The following particulars 
are extracted from this document :— 


Superphosphates.— The most widely used chemical manures are 
superphosphates, obtained by treating mineral and bone phosphates 
with sulphuric acid. The annual consumption of these is about 
4,000,000 quintals (quintal = 220°4 lbs. avoirdupois), mostly 
manufactured in Italy. The importation from the United 
Kingdom, France and Belgium is very slight. 


Thomas Slag.—About 700,000 quintals of Thomas slag were 
consumed in 1903, a figure which shows a large advance on 
previous years. Most of it was imported from Luxemburg, 
Germany and Belgium: a small quantity came from the United 
Kingdom. 

Nitrate of Soda—For various reasons, scientific agriculturists 
have not availed themselves of this fertiliser so much in Italy 
as in other countries; its use is, however, becoming more general. 
In 1903 200,090 quintals were consumed, the whole of which 
came from Chile. 


Sulphate of Ammonia.— About 125,000 quintals of sulphate of 
ammonia are used annually; the major portion coming from the 
United Kingdom. Only one-third of the amount consumed is 
produced in the country. 
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Potassic Manures—Up to the present, the use of potassic 
manures has been somewhat restricted, as compared with other 
manures. The demand for them is, however, certain to increase 

reatly, more particularly for the cultivation of beetroot, in which 
salts of potash are largely used. About 30,000 quintals were 
imported in 1903 from Stassfurt. 

The following table gives a rough estimate of the quantity and 
value of chemical manures annually consumed in Italy :— 











——-- Quantity. Value. 
Quintals. Lire. 
Mineral superphosphates _... bas eee .», 3,200,000 26,400,009 
Bone superphosphates os nee eee eee 300,000 3,000,000 
Thomas slag... tie nels hes one ee 700,000 3,600,000 
Nitrate of soda... vb odd = iad sas 200,000 4,600,000 
Sulphate of ammonia... wa = owe ‘aad 125,000 4,100,000 
Salts of potash... bei pai we sin ed 50,000 1,250,000 
5,075,000 42,950,000 














MINERAL PRODUCTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA FOR 1902. 


The “Iron Age” (New York) of the 12th May publishes the 
following particulars of the mining industry of the United States 
of America during the year 1902 :— | 

The Director of the Census has completed the compilation of 
the schedules of the mining industry for the Twelfth Census. 
This report, which is designed to be preliminary to a much more 
elaborate detailed statement to be issued hereafter, presents the 
statistics for all mines and quarries and petroleum and natural gas 
wells that were in operation during any portion of the calendar 
year ending 3lst December, 1902. Special care has been taken 
to avoid the duplication of data heretofore published in the 
annual reports of the United States Geological Survey, the census 
figures being designed to show the condition of each branch of the 
industry from a purely commercial standpoint, presenting the 
number of mines and operators, the number and earnings of 
all employees, the cost of supplies and materials, the value of 
products, &c. 

The difference in the extent to which the manufacturing pro- 
cesses have been included in the statistics of prior censuses inter- 
fered with the comparability of the results, and in the case of 
certain classes of mines no details have been compiled in preceding 
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censuses; nevertheless, it has been found practicable to present the 
following statement, showing the value of the chief products ot the 
mining industry for the year 1902, as compared with 1889 :— 








































Mineral. 1889. 1902. 
Dols. Dols. 

Borax 500,000 2,383,614 
Cement... 5,000,000 24,268,338 
Clay 635,578 2,061,072 
Coal, anthracite 65,879,514 76,173,586 
Coal, bituminous 94,346,809 290,858,483 
opper ... 26,907,809 71,192,014 
old, coining value eave 32,886,744 67,018,890 
Scbeeaes and pulpstones ... 439,587 667,431 
hs: 764,118 2,089,431 
Iron ore.. 33,351,978 65,465,321 
Lead ore - 6,467,137 18,181,013 
Limestones and dolomites 19,095,179 30,441,801 
Marble ... ae 3,488,170 5,044,182 
Mineral pigments, crude 483,766 360,885 
Natural gas Pics 21,097,099 20,867,863 
Petroleum as 26,963,340 71,397,739 
Phosphate rock 2,937,776 4,922,943 
Precious stones 188,807 328,450 
Quicksilver 1,190,500 1,550,090 
Sandstones and quartzites | 12,066,076 10,601,171 
Silica sand -| Not reported. 421,289 
Siliceous crystalline rocks 14,464,095 18,257,944 
Silver, coining value ... 66,396,988 70,074,625 
Slate... 3,482,513 5,696,051 
Sulphur and pyrite one pes 209,969 947,089 
Tale and soapstone ... vee eve 475,878 1,138,167 
Zinc ore... : — 3,049,799 9,006,361 
Other minerals 1,243,069 12,625,026 
Totals, all minerals ... Dols.| 444,012,298 884,040,869 

















dols. 


under this head, namely, manganese; 
comparatively large production it is treated separately. The 
statistics for these metals during 1902 state the number of mines 
at 12, with a product of 4,444 tons (of 2,000 lbs.), valued at 83,717 


titanium, 


report of the United 


uranium, 


STEEL HARDENING METALS IN THE UNITED STATES. 


The following is given by the ‘Iron Age’ 
12th May from the preliminary 
Twelfth Census :—Under the head of steel hardening metals are 
included metals used or experimented with in the hardening 
of steel, although some of them are used more generally for 
other purposes. The metals included in this class are nickel, 
chromium, tungsten, molybdenum, 
vanadium. There is still another metal that naturally comes 


> (New York) 
States 


but on account of its 


Of the 12 mines, four were producing tungsten ores; three, 


of 


and 
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uranium and vanadium ores; one each, chrome ore, molybdenum 
ore, and rutile; and two, nickel and cobalt ores. Nickel and 
cobalt cres were concentrated into a matte. Tungsten ores were 
concentrated more or less. The value of the other ores is the 
value as mined. One chrome ore mine in California, four tungsten 
mines in Arizona, Colorado, Nevada, and Wisconsin, and two 
uranium and yanadium mines in Colorado were reported idle 
during 1902. 


Manganese Ore-—The statistics include those ores carrying over 
44°3 per cent. of metallic manganese. The chief use of manganese 
is in the manufacture of steel and of chemicals, and it is of value 
as a flux. At the eleventh census the number of mines was not 
stated, but the product was given as 24,197 long tons, valued at 
240,559 dols. The production reported was in Arkansas, California, 
Georgia, Nevada, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
Vermont and Virginia. The statistics for the year 1902 make the 
nnmber of mines 19, and the product 16,477 long tons, valued at 
177,911 dols. The preparation usually given the ore at the mine 
is crushing, washing and screening. There were 68 mines—in 
Arkansas, California, Georgia, Indian Territory, Maine, Montana, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, West Vir- 
ginia, and Wisconsin—reported idle during 1902, and three, in 
Colorado, Utah and Virginia, at which development work was 
reported. 





INDUSTRIAL CONDITIONS AT GALVESTON. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. 
Consul at Galveston, enclosing a summary of certain industrial 
conditions at present obtaining at Galveston, which appeared in a 
recent report of the Chamber of Commerce of that town. The 
following extracts from this summary may be of interest to British 
exporters :— 

The industrial conditions of Galveston are getting much brighter. 
For the first two years after the hurricane of September, 1900, 
manufacturers would scarcely listen to a proposition which con- 
templated an establishment at Galveston, because they had little 
confidence in the immunity of the city from storms of a similar 
character in future. Now it is but necessary to get a manufacturer 
to take a look over the city and the sea wall to make him believe 
in the position of Galveston as a centre for the manufacture of any 
commodity, into the construction of which the bulk of the material 
can be brought in by water. Among the industries which it is 
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stated will eventually be established there, may be noted the 
following :— 

‘‘ Wholesale Drug House.—The field is just as good now as it has 
been for the past ten years in the matter of a wholesale drug 
house. In addition to doing the general jobbing business usually 
done by wholesale drug houses, it would be in a position to import 
crude wholesale drugs in immense quantities, and supply from here 
the wholesale drug houses situated at other points in Texas, Indian 
Territory, Oklahoma Territory, and the South-west generally. 


‘‘ Fertilizer Plant.—The increase of the truck-growing* business 
in South Texas, and especially in the coast country between 
Galveston and Houston, and on Bolivar Peninsula, insures a steady 
market for a large quantity of commercial fertilizers. Galveston 
is In a position to get phosphates in from Pensacola by schooner 
at very low rates, and would also be able to get a large amount of 
offal from the Gulf Fisheries Company, and similar concerns which 
may be established in the future, thus making this point a superb 
centre for a fertilizer factory. 


“Importing Houses.—Our field for the successful working of 
importing houses at Galveston is unlimited, and if the recent 
ruling made by the Interstate Commerce Commission to the effect 
that export and import rates will have to be published and dis- 
tributed in the same way as are rates on domestic traffic, we may 
confidently look for the establishment of at least several branch 
importing houses at this point. 


“Rope and Twine Mill—'The only remarkable thing about the 
rope and twine business is that the Galveston mill is not now in 
operation. Many persons have investigated the plant within the 
past few months, and all of them have been impressed with the 
suitability of this locality. We have direct steamship service from 
Progreso, and are in position to secure from there sisal in un- 
limited quantities for the successful and continuous operation of 
our mill throughout the entire year. Crude oil is one of the most 
satisfactory fuels known for the operation of a plant of this kind, 
and this we have almost at our doors in abundant quantities, and 
at a comparatively low cost. The market for binding twine in the 
rice fields of Texas and Louisiana, and the wheat fields of Texas, 
Louisiana, Indian Territory, Oklahoma Territory, and Kansas, is 
the most available and desirable in the United States. On the 
other hand the demand for rope and cordage of all kinds in the 
South-west is steadily and extensively increasing.” 





* Market gardening. 
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PEARL FISHERY IN COSTA RICA. 


The following particulars, relating to the pearl fishery on the 
Pacific coast of the Republic of Costa Rica, are taken from a 
despatch by the Italian Minister in Guatemala, reproduced in the 
‘“ Bollettino Ufficiale del Ministero d’Agricoltura, Industria e 
Commercio.” 

By a Law dated the 2nd July, 1902, the Government of Costa 
Rica threw open the pearl fishery, under certain conditions, to the 
natives of the country and to foreign residents of not less than 
two years standing. This Law divided the coast into two districts : 
in the first, extending north from El Morro Hermoso or Cape Vela 
to the confines of Nicaragua, fishing is allowed from May to 
October ; in the second, extending south to the boundaries of the 
newly formed . Republic of Panama, fishing is allowed from 
November to April. 

The port of Punta Arenas is the centre of this industry. All 
the boats engaged in pear! fishing are registered here and furnished 
with a licence, which has to be renewed every three months. ‘This 
licence does not carry the right to fish all along the coast, but only 
in some particular district, specified by the authorities at Punta 
Arenas. The use of explosives is forbidden on the pearl banks, 
and no shells may be extracted of less than 3} in. in. diameter. 
No individual or company is allowed to make use of more than 
three sets of. diving apparatus and _ a corresponding number of 
divers. A licence, which costs 50 pesos (peso = ls. 1043d.) a 
month, has to be obtained for each machine. 

The Italian Consul at Punta Arenas has gathered the following 
information as to the capital, working expenditure and profits of a 
firm employing two sets of diving apparatus :— 














Pesos, 
Two sailing boats .. Pa . 98,600 
Two sets of diving apparatus and accoutrements. 3,000 
Two pontoons for transport pa ait ... 98,000 
Advances to divers and sailors .... ‘ai ... 1,800 
Provisions for three months oe ils rest. eu 
Cost of licences for three months sas “si 300 
12,600 
The value of the results was as follows :— 
Mother of 
— Pearls, Pearl, 
Pesos. Pesos, 
First month ... ess bie ws bee de bes 775 554 
Second month oop -_ “oe gee nae - 800 558 
Third month... ocp ons one hans om one 3,500 1,053 
2,165: 
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The major portion of the pearls are sold to brokers at Punta 
Arenas, acting on behalf of foreign dealers. The best quality are 
sent to Paris to be disposed of. 

The industry is subject to many risks, and produces results of a 
varying nature. Apart from the possibility of losing boats and 
apparatus in one of the storms which are so frequent on the coasts 
of Costa Rica, the labour question presents many difficulties. The 
' divers take every advantage of the scarcity of skilled men; they 
frequently, after drawing heavy advances, abandon work before 
the completion of the prescribed period. These men receive two 
pesos for every 46 kilogs. of mother-of-pearl they obtain, and on 
Sundays they are entitled to half the value of the pearls and 
mother-of-pearl extracted ; on week-days they do not receive any 
commission on pearls, 





FOREIGN TRADE AND SHIPPING OF CHINA IN 1903. 


The following article on the foreign trade of China in 1903 is 
based on the “ Report on the Trade of China, and Abstract of 
Statistics” for 1903, recently published by order of the Inspector- 
General of the Chinese Imperial Customs, and is in continuation 
of the article published at pp. 593-601 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal,” of 25th June, 1903 :— 

| Note.—The average value of the Haikwan tael is stated to 
have been 2s. 73d. in 1902 and 2s. 72d. in 1903. Picul=1334Ibs. 


avoirdupois or 3 piculs = 400 lbs. | 


I.—General. 

With apparent prosperity indicated by inflated values, China’s 
foreign trade in 1903 has been disappointing to most of the 
interests concerned. The reports from the Commissioners all 
show a tendency to refer to 1899 as the last year of prosperous 
trade. Followed as that was by the year of madness and retribu- 
tion, by the disastrous floods in the Yangtze Valley in 1901, and 
by the drought and deficient crops in the South in 1902, the 
abundant harvests of 1903 have failed to produce their natural 
effect, and have done no more than give a breathing-spell to the 
millions of the Empire. Tea, favoured by reduced taxation, has 
done well, and the trade in foreign opium has flourished ; but the 
silk crop was a disastrous failure in Mid-China, and the importers 
of cotton goods were hit hard by the increased cost of their raw 
material, by unexpected and unexplained fluctuations in exchange, 
and by the monetary stringency in important consuming markets. 
The North has not recovered from the devastation of 1900, and 
neither money nor credit is at the command of its traders ; and the 
tendency to a revival of trade which manifested itself in the course 
of the year was arrested by the anticipations of the war which has 
since broken out. The Lower Yangtze has not absorbed the 
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increased quantity of imports which it would naturally have called 
for with its overflowing granaries and its increased sales of tea. 
The South has done well: Kwangtung has had two rice harvests 
of a nature to satisfy completely the aspirations of the cultivator, 
and its energetic Viceroy has rigorously repressed the dacoity in 
Kwangsi, and has taken steps to check the waterway robbery—the 
so-called piracy—in Canton waters. With all the reasons sug- 
gested for the depression of trade—fluctuations in exchange, 
monetary stringency, and failure of the silk crop—it must not be 
forgotten that the recurring indemnity payments have, directly or 
indirectly, reduced the absorbing power of China. 

The report for 1902 noted the signature of the British Com- 
mercial Treaty with China; 1903 has seen the conclusion of similar 
Treaties with the United States and with Japan; negotiations 
with the other Treaty Powers will follow in due course. 


II.—Imports. 

The net imports were valued at Hk. tls. 326,739,133, an increase 
of nearly 4 per cent. over 1902. ‘To this amount opium, with a 
total import advancing from 50,801 to 58,478 piculs, gives an 
increased value of Hk. tls. 8,390,000. For its great article of 
luxury and self-indulgence, which in 1902 cost an all-round 
average of Hk. tls, 700 a picul, China had in 1903 to pay a higher 
price, “Hk. tls. 750, and at that price tock a larger quantity. The 
revenue table for 1902 shows one contributing cause of this in- 
crease, in a loss of Hk. tls. 646,566 in the duty from native opium. 
With a market short of supplies of the cheaper competing drug, 
the demand for the Indian drug actually exceeded the supply obtain- 
able; and in good time to meet this native competition on its 
revival, the Indian drug was favoured by exchange, which began 
to rise in the spring and maintained a high level throughout the 
summer and autumn. 

The value of cotton manufactures imported was Hk. tls. 
128,620,004, compared with Hk. tls. 127,545,309 in 1902. It is 
in cottons, however, that the discrepancy between the standards of 
quantity and of value is most clearly shown. Plain fabrics (shirt- 
ings, sheetings, T-cloths, drills, and jeans) fell from 19,015,300 
pieces in 192 to 13,835,506 pieces in 1903, a loss of 29 per cent. 
in quantity, the values (Hk. tls. 57,807,065 and Hk. tls. 42,855,565 
respectively) showing a loss of 274 per cent. Fancy cotton goods 
increased slightly, from Hk. tls. 16,074,090 to Hk. tls. 19,320,246, 
quantities being relatively unchanged. Cotton yarn increased from 
2,447,971 to 2,738,448 piculs, a rise of 12 per cent. in quantity, 
but with an increase of 23 per cent. in the value. The large im- 
portations of 1902 left on the importers’ hands large stocks of the 
main staples; the low exchange ruling in the winter of 1902-03 
made the silver price such that the Chinese middlemen were slow 
in operating, the general stringency of the money market 
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throughout the year, especially in the North, still further restrict- 
ing sales, Everything combined to keep prices up; and even the 
rise in exchange which began in May, and which should, in 
ordinary course, have given an impetus to sales, caused loss instead 
of gain, from the fact that many of the dealers had settled the 
exchange against their forward purchases and when they came to 
sell found themselves in competition with importations settled at a 
more favourable exchange. Even then the markets might have 
recovered with the continued rise in exchange; but now came 
another blow, in the enhanced price of raw cotton, which more 
than offset the advantage to be derived from a lower silver 
equivalent of the production cost of the importations. 

Apart from the demand for fancy cottons, which are articles of 
comparative luxury and therefore in limited request, the ultimate 
decision in fixing the relation between supply and demand rests 
with the thrifty Chinese peasant. His currency, copper, is yearly 
becoming more appreciated in value; and when the vagaries of a 
fluctuating series of exchanges from ‘gold to silver and from silver 
to copper, superadded to an absolute increase in the actual gold 
cost, drive the price of what he desires beyond the limit which he 
considers within his means, he throws his cheap labour into the 
scale and thereby alters the course of trade. For many years he 
was content to accept the product of the machine in supplying his 
needs to the extent of his purchasing power; in 1872 the semi- 
finished product yarn contributed 6 per cent. to the total value of 
all cotton products imported; in 1882 it was 20 per cent.; in 
1892 it had risen to 42 per cent.; in 1902, with local mills 
turning out large quantities of yarn, the foreign import was still 
43 per cent. of the whole ; and now the conditions prevailing in 
1903 have driven the peasant to take less of the woven fabric and 
to substitute for it the yarn with which he and his family may 
themselves weave the material for their clothing to the extent of 
52 per cent. of all cotton goods. In this, Manchester, Lowell, and 
Atlanta have alike suffered. The loss is shown in grey shirtings 
(35 per cent. less), white shirtings (13 per cent. less), and English 
T-cloths (14 per cent. less), as well as in American sheetings 
(40 per cent. less), and drills (11 per cent. less). The products of 
the Japanese mills are the only fabrics which make an exception, 
increase in these being manifested all along the line, Japanese 
T-cloths, drills, sheetings, cotton flannel and cotton cloth, all 
having been imported in larger quantities. To fill the void caused 
by the general reduction in fabrics, yarn came forward in larger 
quantities; but here also Japan reaped the benefit, having 
increased its sales from 522,408 to 831,406 piculs while 
Indian yarn just held its own at 1,880,911 piculs, and English 
spinnings declined a half, to 16,829 piculs; it is to be noted, 
however, that importers’ stocks of Indian yarn were a third less at 
the close of the year than in January. 
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Woollens call for little comment, their value remaining unaltered 
at Hk. tls. 3,965,898. Lastings and long ells increased and Spanish 
stripes and broadcloth diminished in quantity. 

Metals increased in total value by 50 per cent., a general increase 
being observable in quantities as well. 

Among sundries the item which should attract first attention is rice, 
the import of which from abroad was less than a third of the 1902 
importation, the entire demand (except 181,784 piculs for Amoy) 
being for the industrial province of Kwantung; the superabundant 
crops of the Yangtze valley and of Kwantung itself sufficiently 
explain the reduction in the amount. Kerosene oil, 84,998,335 galls., 
was less than in 1902 by 5} per cent., but of a value (Hk. tls. 
15,723,929) greater by 36 per cent. Except for a reduction from 
742,270 to 574,615 galls. in Borneo oil, the loss falls entirely on 

the American product, which was less by 313 per cent. in quantity, 
but with nearly the same value ; Russian oil increased 35 per cent. 
and Sumatra 18 per cent. in quantity, and each nearly doubled in 
value. Here, too, as in the case of cottons, it can be seen that, in a 
general enhancement of prices, it is in China, on the most 
expensive articles that the millions effect their first economies. 
Sugars declined a fourth in quantity and value, the most marked loss 
being in the brown qualities. Foreign ‘flour, a luxury for the well- 
to-do in China, was less by a fourth, its place being filled by the 
product of recently-established flouring mills grinding Chinese 
wheat. Cigars and cigarettes and wines, beers and spirits increased 
a fourth in value. Morphia fell to but little more than half the 
1902 figures—a subject for congratulation were it not probable 
that 1902 saw large quantities rushed in to avoid the increased 
duty. Machinery shows a healthy increase; and 8 million taels 
worth of railway plant came in, mainly at Tientsin and Kiaochow, 
with import of lesser amounts at Newchwang, Hankow, Canton, and 
Mengtsz. Coal increased to 1,402,700 tons, stocks at the end of the 
year having been filled up from apprehension of impending war ; 
of this foreign coal, Shanghai took 865,360 tons, Canton 238,158 
tons, with Newchwang, Chefoo, Hankow, Swatow, Chinkiang, and 
Amoy coming next, in the order named. 


III.—Exports. 

The total value of exports was Hk. tls. 214,352,467, practically 
the same as in 1902. In this total is included the value of tea 
shipped to Dalny and Port Arthur. 

China’s chief asset for meeting her international obligations is 
silk and its products; these in the sixties contributed a full half 
to the total value of the export trade, but in 1903 constituted no 
more than 35 per cent. of the whole. The high prices ruling 
throughout 1902 affected the trade of the following year; dealers 
held: out for the prices they had obtained before, and were 
encouraged in this by a deficiency in the output of the district 
supplying Shanghai. European and American markets were not 
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such as to justify the prices demanded in China; and a combina- 

tion of high prices and short supply of cocoons, "the extravagant 
views of the middlemen, the rising exchange through the summer 
and autumn, and falling western markets, all co- operated to curtail 
shipments from China. The loss fell most heavily on Shanghai, 

shipments from Canton having been nearly up to 1902 figures, 

either because dealers there were more ready to meet the adverse 
market or because of the better yield of the mulberries and worms. 
Thus, while native reelings of white silk fell from 37,426 to 
19,341 piculs, less by 18,085 piculs, shipments from Shanghai 
alone were less by 18,262 piculs; and steam filature reelings fell 
from 50,557 to 43,979 piculs, a loss of 6,578 piculs, to which 
Shanghai contributed a loss of 3,401 piculs. 

Tea shows the most considerable increase of all the exportable 
products of China, in black and green leaf and in brick tea as well. 
The quality of Kiukiang teas (especially of Keemun) is declared to 
have been superior to the 1902 crop, while teas from all other 
provinces, black or green, were markedly inferior. Notwith- 
standing the generally inferior quality, prices ranged higher, by 
5 taels to 10 taels a picul, than in 1902; and yet shipments 
increased by 9 per cent. for black tea, 19 per cent. for green tea, 
and 8 per cent. for brick tea. In the 1903 figures are included teas. 
shipped to Dalny and Port Arthur—the ultimate destination of which 
may have been Russian Siberia, though the fact cannot be certified. 

Of the total export, 126,903 piculs are statistically lost by 
shipment to Hong Kong for reshipment thence. Of the black tea 
remaining, shipments to Great Britain were more by nearly 
32,000 piculs; to Russian destinations, by nearly 72,000 piculs ; 
and to the Continent of Europe, by 3,400 piculs ; ‘while it was less 
to the United States by 67,000 piculs, the American demand 
being, however, about the normal average. Green tea shipments 
to the United States increased by 17,700 piculs, and by smaller 
amounts to other destinations. But one explanation can be 
given for this general increase, in the face of the high silver cost 
prevailing in 1903, and that is to be found in the reduced 
taxation on tea in China. Though the Indian export increased at 
the same time by 15 million lbs., it was found impossible to reduce 
the cost of the lowest grades below 6d. per |b., while, with the 
reduction in duty, China congous could be laid down at 43d. to dd- 
Further reduction in the cost of Indian leaf would deprive China of 
her temporary advantage ; and with the tangible proof of the benefit 
already derived from lowering the export duty, it is obvious 
that the next step to be taken is to reduce, or entirely abolish, the 
heavy inland taxation now imposed on the leaf before it reaches the 
foreign exporter ; this, however, will not be done until the Chinese 
revenue can recoup itself by the imposition of higher import duties. 
Even with this help much more remains to be done to re-establish 
the China tea trade on a firm basis. 


(To be continued). 
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TARIFF CHANGES 


AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


UNITED KINGDOM-—ISLE OF MAN. 


The Board of Customs have recently issued a General Order 

(No. 46 of 1904) notifying an increase in the 

rates of duty on cigars and cigarettes removed 

or imported into the Isle of Man, which came 

into force on the 29th April. 

The rates of duty now payable on these articles are as follow :— 
3 


be 
Cigars ... sale -~ a lb, 6 0 
Cigarettes en me “ne * Ane 


Increased Duties 
on Cigars 
and Cigarettes. 





FALKLAND ISLANDS. 


The Board of Trade have received, from the Colonial Secretary of 
ai ob the Falkland Islands, a copy of the “Tariff 
Pts), Rol Amendment Ordinance, 1903” (No. 4 of 1908), 

R ted which received the assent of the Governor of 

— the Colony on 8th September, 1903. 

The Ordinance in question provides for the imposition of a duty 
upon every seal skin imported into the Colony for the purpose of 
transhipment or exportation—such duty to be determined from 
time to time by an Order made by the Governor-in-Council, pro- 
vided that the ia of duty so determined shall not exceed 10s. for 
each skin. 

The Colonial Secretary of the Colony states, however, that the 
above Ordinance had not up till the 16th of April, 1904, been put 
into operation. 





RUSSIA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 359 of the 
“ Journal” for the 25th February last, relative 
Admission of Tar °° the probable reduction or abolition of the 
te Wennthbtere Russian import duty on coal tar, the Board of 

of Briquettes Trade have now received information, through 

* the Foreign Office, to the effect that the Russian 

‘ Government have authorised the duty-free importation of that 
article for the purpose of manufacturing briquettes for a period 
of ten years, under regulations to be framed by the Minister 
of Finance in consultation with the Minister of Agriculture. 


Duty-free 
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RUSS|A—continued. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
= copy of an Imperial Ukase, which appeared in 
Pome neg the « Journal de St. Pétersbourg” for the 
Remeeitenaaiad 9th/22nd May, authorising the duty-free im- 
ati ds into the Government- 
General of Amur. PoTtatton of foreign goods 

General of the Amur, either through the ports 
at the mouth of the river Amur and south thereof, or over the land 
frontier adjoining Manchuria. The exemption does not cover 

excise duties, in cases where they are leviable. 

It is also provided that on cotton manufactures of Russian pro- 
duction introduced into the Government-General of the Amur, a 
drawback equivalent to the duties paid on the raw material shall 
be allowed in accordance with the general provisions relating to 
such drawbacks. (See ‘“ Board of Trade Journal” for the 25th 
October, 1900, p. 192, and for the 24th January, 1901, p. 218). 


NETHERLANDS. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of a 
Importation of COPY: together with a translation, of a Dutch 
oe Salt for Royal Decree of the 27th April, prescribing 
Saltine Cod. &c regulations with regard to the exemption from 

gwd, MC excise duty of salt required for salting fresh 
cod and haddock on shore. 

The Decree provides that this exemption shall be granted 
only in the case of raw salt, and authorises the Minister of Finance 
to permit the importation of raw salt direct from abroad subject 
to the necessary precautions. 

The Decree and the translation may be seen on application at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, H.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


GREECE. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of a 
Excise Dut translation of a Law which has recently been 
CSG Ay OD passed by the Greek Legislature, modifying the 
Beer : Duty on f levying the excise duty on beer i 
Tecerielh del: Seamer! locymg: y er in 
back that country. This is henceforth to take the 
sa eae form of a duty on malt, the rate of duty on 
imported malt being fixed at 90 lepta per oke (1/. 8s, 10d. per cwt.), 
and that on malt made in Greece from home-grown barley at 45 
lepta per oke (14s. 5d. per cwt.). 
Permission to import or to produce malt must be obtained from 
the Ministry of Finance, and the daties payable at the rates 
mentioned on the amount which it is intended to import or to 


produce must be deposited in advance. 
. 















































June 2, 1904.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 411 


—_—— 





Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 


—_—_—— 





Drawback is allowed on the exportation of beer and malt, at the 
following rates :—- 


Lepta. 
Beer brewed from imported malt... ..» peroke 20 
i 3 5, native-grown malt . 10 
Malt produced from home-grown barley ... 5 45 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The following is the substance of some decisions affecting the 
application of the Customs Tariff of the United 

Customs Decisions. States, which have recently been issued by the 
Treasury Department at Washington :— 


_ Rossed pulp wood.—Bulky logs or pieces of wood cut in lengths 
of about 2 or 24 ft., which have been subjected to what is known 
as the “ rossing process,” by having the bark and rough outer edge 


taken off by machinery, are free of duty as pulp wood under para- 
graph 699 of the Tariff. 


Mixture of wools to evade duly.—The packing together in one 
bale of wools of different values, which in the trade are customarily 
packed separately and bought and sold at different prices, with 
the intention of reducing the average value of the contents of the 
bale, and so of evading the payment of part of the duty which 
would be payable were the wools imported separately, has been held 
to render the entire contents of the bale liable to twice the duty to 
which it would otherwise be subject, in. accordance with the 
provisions of paragraph 356 of the Tariff. 


Leather gloves, made from deerskin that has been tanned and 
finished without removing the hair, which present the appearance 
of fur-lined gloves, but are not in fact lined, are not chargeable 
with the additional duty of 1 dol. per dozen pairs imposed upon 


lined leather gloves by the provisions of paragraph 445 of the 
Tariff. , 


Market value—royalty.—A licence fee or royalty paid for the 
right to use a certain process for making soap is not a part of the 
dutiable value of machinery imported to be used in connection 
with making soap by that process. 


Cotton tapes—braids.—It has been judicially decided that 
certain cotton fillets or bands, braided on a braiding machine, and 
intended to be used as parts of piano actions, are dutiable under 
the provision for cotton “tapes” in paragraph 320 of the 
Tariff, and not under that for cotton “ braids ” in paragraph 339. 

{This modifies a previous Decision reported in the “ Journal” 


for the 21st May, 1903, p. 361. | 
Books in foreign languages— Portfolios unbound.—The provision 
in paragraph 502 of the Tariff for ** books and pamphlets printed 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


exclusively in languages other than English,” includes portfolios 
made up of loose sheets not intended to be bound together in book 
form, comprising pictures and pages of letterpress in a foreign 
language, contained in a loose outside covering bearing the title. 

[This reverses a previous Decision reported in the “Journal ” for 
the 38rd December, 1903, p. 451. ] 


Also the following :— 














Paragrapt ot 
the Tariff | Rate of 
under which | Duty. 
dutiable. | 
Dols. Cts, 
“ Billiard surrounds” made of cocoa fibre, dutiable | 
as mats ... : 452 sq.ft. 0 64 
“ Whale hair” (slivers or strips of whalebone), as | 
‘“‘ whalebone, unmanufactured ” 698 | Free 
Cotton-seed meal produced by the grinding of oil cake, | 
dutiable us an unenumerated manufactured article Sec.6 20% ad val, 
“ Blanco,” composed of pipe clay that has been | 
levigated, ground, and refined, and moulded into | 
cakes, dutiable as an unenumerated manufactured | 
article sna | 7 | 20 % 
“ Prune butter” (prunes boiled and pressed), ‘dutiable | 263 i Ib. 0 O1& 
as a fruit preserved in its own juice . oe va | | 85 % ad val. 
Paper bags with incidental printing thereon, dutiable 
as “ manufactures of paper” ... eee ot 407 | Mm mole 








VENEZUELA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
Opening of copy of a telegram from H.M. Minister at 
5 Caracas, reporting the issue of a Decree by the 
Orinoco Forts. = Venezuelan Government, opening the Orinoco 
ports of Cristobal Colon and Bolivar from the Ist inst. The ports 
of Tucacas and La Vela have also been opened. 





COLOMBIA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
a copy of a telegram from H.M. Minister at 
Bogota, stating that a Decree has been issued 
by the Colombian Government suspending the 
special reductions of duty on foodstuffs* and 
on goods destined for the Province of Cucuta. + 


Suspension of 
certain 
Reductions of 
Import Duty. 








* See “ Board of Trade Journal, % for the 3rd March (p. 4 1 7). 
+ See “ Board of Trade Journal,” for the 14th January (p. 83). 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT: 


FRANCE—SENEGAL. 


The “‘ Dépéche Coloniale” of the 28th May announces that exten- 
sive works are being carried out for the 


Improved . t of th crati f th 
Navigation of the '™Provement. of the navigation of the upper 
Niger reaches of the Niger, between Kaedi and Kayes. 


These works have been ordered by the Governor- 
General of French West Africa, in consequence of the loss of 
several vessels during recent years. 

Towers have been erected on the more dangerous rocks, and iron 
posts have been placed on the banks, indicating the best course 
for pilots. It is hoped that all the more dangerous passages will 
have been dredged by the end of June, and navigation will then 
be rendered secure. 

Charts of the river on a very large scale, are in course of 
execution. 





MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 
TRANSVAAL. 


The following table showing the value of the mineral output of 

Mineral Produc- the Transvaal during the six months and year 

tion in 1903 ended 3lst December last, is compiled from 

: the half-yearly report of the Transvaal Govern- 

ment Mining Engineer, a copy of which has recently been received 
from the High Commissioner’s office at Johannesburg :— 

















Jan. to June, | July to Dec., 
1903, 193. 
£ £ 
Gold... _ one _ nas sd sien 5,587,510 7,040,547 
Silver ... en ra ine ‘on a site 15,974 20,771 
 ——_— eins _ is ses inn one 412,474 465,502 
Diamonds | 43,956 195,796 
Chemicals ase oe one ene ov aes | 10,962 13,608 
Stone, lime, bricks, &c. - aoe i cee | 103,816 155,480 
Total ... on £ 6,174,692 7,891,704 





The total value of the minerals produced in the year 1903 was, 
therefore, 14,066,396. 

The total output of gold from all sources in the Transvaal for 
the half-year ending 3lst December, 1903, amounted to 1,657,485 
ounces fine, valued at 7,040,547/., an increase over the preceding 
half-year of 342,072 ounces, valued at 1,453,037. 
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The figures of the gold output since the resumption of mining 


operations subsequent to the war are as follows :— 
Value of Gold. 


£ 
May to December, 1901... ate -- 1,097,219 
January to December, 1902 de is: ae 
January to December, 1903 sad ..- 12,628,057 


The value of gold produced during the past year is therefore at 
the rate of 1,052,388/. per month. 

The estimated quantity of silver contained in the gold bullion 
declared for the half-year under review, amounted to 194,788 fine 
ounces, value 20,771l., as against 155,282 fine ounces, value 
15,9741. for the previous half-year. 

For several months past the coal production steadily declined, 
but in December of the half-year under review the output was 
again increased. 

The following comparative table shows the relative output and 
value at pit’s mouth of coal produced in the Transvaal during the 
two last half years :— 





Value at 











Tons. £ 
January to June, 1903 bis hen bee as 1,042,352 412,474 
July to December, 1903 dee one ade aes 1,211,325 465,502 





The figures of the total coal sold by the Transvaal coal mines 
since the war are as follows :— 

















Year. Quantity. | pie Mouth, | Tones 
Tons. x &. a. 
1901 a -" Raa is sii 797,144 329,113 8 3 
1902 Set onal re ie ...| 1,590,333 637,640 8 0 
1903 ded pd Ri iets ...| 2,253,677 877,976 7 9 





The output for 1903 is the highest for any one year in the 
history of the Transvaal. 

The growth of the Transvaal diamond industry continues. For 
the half-year under review the total production of diamonds was 
142,468°37 carats, of an approximate value of 195,796l., the 
greater portion of which came from the Premier Mine. 


In connection with the foregoing, it may be noted that, according 
to “South African Mines, Commerce and Industries” (Johannes- 
burg), the value of the mineral output of the Colony during the 
first quarter of the present year was as follows :— 
































June 2, 1904.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 415 





Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 




















(a Jan. to March, | Jan. to March, 
1903. 1904. 

hibabd dade n | — 
Gold... ce cee ose oe eas .-| 2,619,081 3,774,984 
Coal... ove oe eee see ose bebe 198,575 210,595 
Diamonds mes bee _ ol sel ane 5,423 178,489 
Silver ... eve 0% oe Fens eee ove 8,441 10,731 
Total... eee £i 2,831,520 ( 4,174,799 








SPAIN. 


In his recent report to the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul-General 
: at Bilbao, remarks that the manufacture of 
Tin Plate ' rage ; 
Production tin-plate in Spain is a most important one. 
' The output in 1903 by the only two manafac- 
tories existing in the country is shown in the following table :— 























Seta 1902, | 1903. 
7 Tous. ‘Tons. 
Iberia Works eee ons ose ope sae <Bee 5,171 7,508 
Basconia Works ... his mA eas are oud 8,515 3,714 
Total om an ine ‘i one wil 8,686 11,222 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,152.) 
ABYSSINIA. 


In a report on Abyssinia recently published by the United States 
Department of Commerce and Labour, it is 
Coal Deposits. stated with regard to coal in that country that 
numerous deposits of lignite have been found, 
the more important being at Debre Levanos, situated 15 hours 
journey from Addis-Ababa. Traces of coal have also been found 
at Ankober. However, no reports have yet been made upon this 
subject by competent engineers. Very recently some fine samples 
have been obtained from Tagoulet, near Debre Levanos, As all 
the samples thus far taken have been obtained near the surface, 
the real value of these deposits has yet to be determined. Some 
charcoal is manufactured by Arabs for the exclusive use of the 
European population. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


According to the ‘‘ Engineering and Mining Journal” (New York) 
of 28th April, there are now 137 steamers, with 
an average tonnage of 106,000 tons, plying in 
and out of the port of San Francisco which are 
using California oil as fuel. At the principal 
Pacific coast ports supplies of oil may be obtained, as well as at the 
Hawaiian Islands, Alaska and some Asiatic ports; but to most 
places the steamers have to take a supply for beth the outward and 





California 
Petroleum as Fuel 
for Steamers. 
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return trip. It is generally estimated that four barrels of oil equal 
in fuel value one ton of the ordinary steam coal used on the Pacific 
coast. The steamers are usually supplied with tankage capacity 
to carry a load of oil for the outward and inward trip. If they can 
get return fuel oil, the weight of oil necessary for a voyage is only 
about 60 per cent. of the load which would be required if coal 
were used. But if they have to carry oil for the round trip, the 
weight of oil is considered about 20 per cent. in excess of what 
would be needed if coal were used, and was obtainable at each end 
of the route. As to bulk, the conditions differ, weight only being 
considered in the above statement. 





YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


. In a recent report on the trade of Aleppo, H.M. Consul re- 
c ' f marks :— 
ae ga! Ns : “ Cotton stuffs and yarns were imported from 
Italian Cotton Manchester in 1908 to the value of 1,120,9001. as 
Imports compared with 1,066,680. in 1902, and from 
Italy, 138,105/. as against 135,150. I make 
this comparison to show that the competition of Italian goods with 
our own is not maintained.” (foreign Office, Annual Serves, 3,154.) 


CHINA. 


The following table, taken from the report of H.M. Consul at 

‘ Cotton Goods end Newchwang, shows to what extent the various 

Tarn Seade of countries competed in supplying Manchuria 
with cotton goods and yarn in 1903 :— 























Manchuria. 
Quantity. 
Articles. Chinese 
British. | American.| Japanese.| Indian. Steam 
Factories. 
Blankets .«- pieces | 91,883 mn 129,632 sos 
Drills... rea 480 569,625 14,100 2,500 
Flannel .. mht ie 700 17,953 785 one 
Handker chiefs... dozen 38,99 t oo 10,633 
Italians .. ... pieces | 76,392 ee eee 
Jeans ... ned ti iggy 25,310 92,410 
Lastings... peal jdt 28,639 aac tiie | saa 
Sheetings a. ian 5,200 | 1,033,089 71,100 1,6C0 
Shirtings— | 
Grey, plain ..._ ,, 95,317 38,470 5,440 | 
White... = 60,137 80) we | 
i 21,035 maaan + i | 
Tieldtte:  ..'° 5 960 wn 3,100 | 
Towels ... ... dozen} 138,813 iia 17,978 | sin ee 
J = wo. Cwts. ut io 35,192 | 176,590 683 











(Foreign Onfice, Annual Series, 3,169.) 
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AGRICULTURE, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
Corn Prices from the inspectors and officers of Excise in the 
F week ended the 28th May, were as follow:— 
Wheat... ue obs wo» 268, 9d. 
Barley... bee see .- 198. 8d. 
Oats is od dé woe 168. 7d. 
For further particulars see p. 421. 


Statements are published on pp. 422-3, showing the quantities of 

- the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
savor orodes,, imported into the United Kingdom during the 
. Toauce. weeks ended the 21st and 28th May, 1904, as 


well as of the imports during the corresponding weeks of 1903. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 
The subjoined particulars are taken from the “ Queensland Agri- 
Wheat Harvest cultural Journal ” for April :— 

of 1904 The wheat harvest towards the close of the 
great drought was the smallest relative to 
acreage sown ever known in Australia. The harvest concluded in 
1904 was the record for the Australian Continent. The yields for 
the four wheat-growing States are :— Victoria, 25,000,000 bushels ; 
New South Wales, 25,000,000 bushels; South Australia, 
14,000,000 bushels; Queensland, 2,500,000 bushels; a total of 
66,500,000 bushels, of which something like 40,000,000 bushels 
will be available for export. The value of this export is estimated 
at nearly 6,000,000/. net. Of course these figures are only estimated, 
for the returns cannot possibly be available for some months. 
Still, they. may be considered fairly near the mark, possibly under 
than over. Consequent upon the singular weather conditions, the 
harvest has been spread over a longer period than usual. This 
fact, coupled with the advantages offered by the grain sheds at 
Warwick, Clifton, and Tannymorel, in Queensland, has enabled 
the Railway Department to easily cope with the large quantities of 
wheat being sent to the Brisbane market. There is still a large 
quantity of wheat in the stack at Glengallan and in other centres, 

which will be late in reaching the market. 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE, 
In a recent report to the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul at Aleppo 
Cotton gives the following particulars of the cotton 
Production in production of that district:— _ 

the Vila vate ot ‘‘The cotton produced in this vilayet has a 
pou pengs short staple, and ranks as a very inferior 
ye hn class. It is grown in the districts of Idlib 
and Killis where there is a total absence of 

irrigation, and compares unfavourably with that grown near 
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—_ J 


Tarsus in the adjoining vilayet of Adana. There are, however, 
parts of this vilayet which are admirably adapted for cotton 
- cultivation, notably the flat alluvial land near the Euphrates, 
where it could be grown quite as successfully as in Egypt, but 
all initiative is wanting, and the cultivation of the land will 
remain what it is until the railway is constructed. The increase 
in the amount of cotton exported—279 tons in 1903 as compared 
with 62 tons in 1902—is due to the extraordinary rise in price 
which has occurred in the home markets. None of the cotton 
grown in this vilayet is used locally, as there is no machinery for 
ginning it.” 

The value of the cotton exported from the vilayet of Adana to 
the United Kingdom, Cyprus and Egypt was 13,685/. in 1902 and 
- tg in 1903: the average value for the years 1899-1903 was 

1910. 

Though the cotton crop on the Cilician Plain was greater than 
that of the preceding year, the export to the United Kingdom de- 
creased. It appears that Adana cotton is more appreciated on the 
Continent than in the United Kingdom. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,154.) 





MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 26th May, 1904, 

Cotton Statistics. was 51,526, and the number imported during 
the 21 weeks ended the 265th May was 

1,477,331. As regards exports, the figures are, for the week 

ended the 26th May, 1904, 3,748 bales, and for the 21 weeks, 

202,439. 

For further details see p. 421. 





CEYLON. 


The following particulars are taken from the “Ceylon Observer ” 
; of the 28th April :— 

Pearl Wishery “The results of the Pearl Fishery of 1904, 
of 1904. which commenced in March, have exceeded all 
expectations. When Mr. James Hornell, the Marine Biologist, 
inspected the banks off Marichchikadde a few months ago and 
announced the holding of a fishery this year, it was estimated 
that the banks would yield 35,000,000 oysters roundly: and this 
_ number has been slightly exceeded. In our issue of the 14th 
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CEYLON —continued. 


instant, in recording the breaking of all modern records, we gave 
a list of previous successful fisheries. The one held in 1891, 
during the régime of Sir Arthur Havelock, held the record with 
44,111,198 oysters, and Rs.9,63,748°86 as the amount realised of 
Government share. The fishery which has just closed, while 
producing 74 million oysters less than in 1891, has brought in 
Rs.90,945 more for Government :— 








Amount realised 
nnalisin ~— _— of Government 
a Share. 
Rupees. 
1904 nu “a ous pre —_ ene 36,533,299 1,054,694°78 
1891 we ee EP Pe re 968,748°86 











“The fishery of 1814, which Mr. Lewis announces has been 
beaten, yielded 1,202,052 rixdollars, or R.901,539—the rixdollar 
being 1s. 6d. with the rupee at 2s.; or 75 centsnow. This total has 
thus been exceeded by R.153,156. The number of oysters fished 
in 1814 is not recorded. 

“ Prof. Herdman in 1903 recommended that dredging be sub- 
stituted for diving, either wholly or part, both on inspections and 
also at fisheries. A feature of the fishery this year was the use 
of a dredger for taking up oysters. The ‘ Ready,’ which was used 
for the purpose, brought up between 400,000 and 500,000 oysters. 
Whether the dredging was a success or not, will be known when 
Mr. Hornell issues his report on the present fishery.” 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, a 

Wireless copy of the Ceylon “ Wireless Telegraphy 

Soheevauhe Ordinance, 1903” (No. 8 of 1903), which 

Ordinance. 1903 received the assent of the Lieutenant-Governor 
, * of the Colony on 1st December last. 

The above Ordinance provides that “ it shall be unlawful for any 
person to establish or use in Ceylon any apparatus or installation 
for transmitting or receiving messages by means of wireless 
telegraphy, unless a licence in that behalf has been first granted to 
him by the Governor,” on such terms and conditions as he shall 
from time to time prescribe. 

Any person contravening the above provisions is liable, on 
conviction, to a fine which may extend to 750 rupees, and to have 
the apparatus and installation, in respect of which the offence is 
committed, confiscated. 
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Miscellaneous. 





Trade in 1903. 


Imports (Exclusive of Bullion and Specie). 


FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 


The following tables, showing the value of the imports into and 
exports from the 


Federated Malay 


States 


during the year 1903, as compared with the 


previous year, are based on the official return of 
imports and exports recently issued at Singapore :— 















































































1902. 1903. 
Perak. | Selangor. a Pahang.| Total. || Perak. | Selangor. oa Pahang.| Total. 
1,000’s | i,000’s 1,000’s | 1,000’s | 1,000’s |} 1,000’s | 1,000’s 1,000’s | 1000’s | 1,000’s 
Live animals, foods,| of dols.| of dols. of dols. | of dols.} of dols. || of dols.| of dols. of dols, | of dols. | of dols, 
drinks, and narcotics} 12,458 8,856 3,724 507 25,544 || 14,989 11,046 3,526 552 30,112 
Raw materials | 2,201 758 259 38 2,286 1,200 914 315 100 2,529 
Manufactured articles} 2,549 | 2,642 973 i35 | 6,300 || 2,742] 3,281 695 215 | 6,934 
Sundries S60 al 378 3,426 826 74 4,704 480 937 347 88 1,852 
Total 16,616 | 15,682 5,782 754 | 38,834 || 19,411 | 16,178 4,883 | 955 | 41,427 
Exports (Exclusive of Bullion and Specie). 
1902. | 1903. 
"Perak, | Selangor. |. Né8ti_ [Pah | Negri 
| crak. angor. | gembilan.|- 2nang-| Total. | Perak. | Selangor. | go apilan |Pehang.| Total. 
| 1,000’s | 1,000’s | 1,000’s | 1,000’s | 1,000’s || 1,000’s | 1,000’s | 1,000’s | 1,000’s | 1,000’s 
Live animals, foods,| of dols.| ofdols. | of dols. | of dols. | of dols, || of dols.| ofdols. | of dols. | of dols. | of dols, 
drinks, and narcotics} 2,371 1,227 1,705 86 5,389 2,251 1,115 1,298 140 4,804 
Raw materials ...| 32,319 | 23,040 6,258 | 2,150 | 63,767 || 37,368 | 26,011 7,493 | 2,687 | 73,499 
Manufactured articles) 1 98 3] 2 133 7 104 20 . 135 
Sundries sos] 6 51 4 _ 60 2 25 4 1 32 
Total <. 34,697 | 24,416 7,998 2,238 | 69,349 || 39,628 | 27,255 8,815 2,772 | 78,470 



































NoTE.—The average rate of exchange for the dollar was 1s. 74d. in 1902 and 1s. 84d. in 1903. 


With reference to the notice on 


Kind of Cotton 

which has been 

declared Contra- 
band of War. 





RUSSIA. 


Journal ” 


of 19th May 


p. 324 of the “ Board of Trade 
last, the ‘* London 
Gazette ” of 31st May contains a notification to 
the effect that from enquiries made by H.M. 
Ambassador at the Ministry 


for Foreign Affairs 


at St. Petersburg, it appears that the declara- 


tion by the Russian Government as to cotton being regarded as 
contraband of war applies only to raw cotton suitable for the 


manufacture of explosives, and not to cotton yarns or tissues. 














June 2, 1904. } 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 





421 





STATISTICAL TABLES. 





Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Porte of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 21 Weeks ended 26ih May, 1904. 


























Week ended 21 Weeks Week ended 21 Weeks 
a 26th Ma ended 26th Ma ended 
1904 Y> | 26th May, 1904 Y) | 26th May, 
? 1904, E 1904. 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS, 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No, No. No. 
American ,,, oes a 44,465 1,053,936 179 125,677 
Brazilian par vam pe — 73,159 — 3,552 
East Indian ... wee oa 1,538 116,639 1,993 26,344 
Egyptian... ee en 4,980 208,406 1,218 42,744 
Miscellaneous eve 543* 25,191 358 4,122 
Total eee ite 51,526 1,477,331 3,748 202,439 




















* Including 71 bales British West African. 





Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, lmperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 28th May, 1904, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn 
Returns Act, 1882. 

















Average Price. 

Wheat, Barley. Oats. 

s. 4d, s 4, a 

Week ended 28th May, 1904... wee. 19 8 16 7 
Corresponding week in— 

1897 eee eee eee se . af 27 10 20 8 17 9 

1898 see eee ee ee ee 46 3 26 10 21 0 

1899 eee eee eee eee - * 25 4 24 4 18 l 

1900 sen eee ree eee a . 25 5 24 4 18 6 

1901 see eee eee eee ee a 27 7 23 8 19 9 

1902 ... eee ese eee cee ok oe. 26 61 22 10 

1908 eee eee ae eee eee ees 27 8 23 7 18 5 











* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty [Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley , 


and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United 
2ist May, 1904, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 


Kingdom in the week ended 































































= 











| Week ended | Correspond- 
i 2ist May, ing week 
| 1904. in 1903. 
id Animals, living :— 
2 Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... .«.| | Number. 7,347 11,686 
re Sheep and lambs eee eee eee eee ” 4,050 6,627 
i Swine eee eee eco eee ee ” er — 
i NARS RS * See a 2. 326 552 
i Fresh meat :— 
( Beef... eee ese eee eee eee Cwts. 89,102 72,498 
iff Mutton eee eco eee eee eee 9? 85,930 83,475 
Pork eee eee eee eee eee 99 6,417 9,926 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Bacon eee eee eee eee ees Cwts. 90,644 76,656 
Beef eee eee eee cece eee 99 1,902 4,304 
Hams eee eee eee rrr) eee 9 25,599 14,526 
Pork eee eee eee eco eee 99 4,669 4,030 
id Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... oa 14,936 12,277 
tdi Meat,preserved otherwise thanbysalting “ 16,805 4,138 
i Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Pr See Cwts. 84,199 67,164 
Margarine are eee eee eee eee 99 17,349 18,093 
Cheese eee eee eee ec5o eae sy 26,672 33,734 
Milk, fresh,in cansordrums ... ... ” ~ on 
» cream —_— -—.c_ ‘s 106 135 
9 condensed eee eee eee eee 99 15,244 17,647 
| » preserved, otherkinds ... ... . 114 138 
| a Hundr. 4anjabo 461,250 
| ae ee eee alue £ 6,713 Rees 
i Game... bee she a sae oon - 264 f sb 63 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) a Owts. 221 2,742 
Lard eee eee eee eee eee eee 9 31,229 38,158 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 
Wheat eee eee eee eee eee Cwts. 2,392,600 1,965,523 
Wheat meal and flour ... ... ws. - 107,300 472,959 
Barley eco ese eee eee eee ” 475,900 832,080 
Oats eee eve eee eee eee ” 143,700 441,461 
Peas eee eee ece eee eee 99 55,710 74,083 
4 Beans eee wee eee ee0 eee ” 21,150 11,255 
: Maize orIndian corn... eee ove a 563,400 869,629 
Fruit, raw :— 
Apples... an om _ _ Cwts. 37,920 20,192 
Apricots and peaches ... ss. oss - 14 75 
Bananas ... 8. «= ore Ss wee = wee] «= Bunches, 76,512 69,709 
Cherries eco ee- eee eee eee Cwts. 1 1,469 1,213 
Currants eee eoe eee ecco eee ” — i sy 
ce ne a en a es 413 155 
Grapes eee eee eee eee eee 9 299 216 
Lemons eee eee eee eee Gee 9? 28,351 13,727 
Oranges eee eee eee eee eee 9 171,271 162,225 
Pears eee eee eee eee eee 99 559 116 
Plums eee eve eee eco eee 9 — rei a 
Strawberries ee ae, POS eee — 840 136 
Unenumerated eee eee eee eee 99 1,919 694 
Hay eee eae ece eee eee eee Tons, 2,322 2,610 
Straw eee eee eee eee ecco eee 9 3,004 1,576 
Hops eee eee eee eee eee vee Cwta. 1,718 345 
Locust beans... eee eee eee we we 76,140 110 
ae, raw — 
ons eee eee eee eco eee Bushels. 288,541 280,734 
ik: soit chil’; sabnes:t: soak Cwts, 215,667 211,644 
OURGROED co © ccc ans ct tts i 28,040 28,850 
ee ee ea Value £ 10,669 10,778 
Vegetables, dried ... ccc ose ae Cwts, 2,725 1,235 
Preserved by canning ... ss. . 3,644 3,291 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom—(cont.). 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of A 


gricultural 


Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 


28th May, 1904, together with the quantities 


corresponding week of the previous year. 


imported in the 














Week ended | Correspond- 
28th May, ing week 
1904. in 1903, 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... 7 Number 10,122 12,660 
Sheep and lambs... eco eee - - 463 5,139 
Swine ove cee oe cee ese - os _ 
Horses ove ee , ” 233 646 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef ee ce ove oes ee Cwts. 89,352 96,242 
Mutton... ove eee ia ide 9 39,316 105,948 
Pork ee ee eos ts 9 4,428 6,245 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Bacon ove ove ove ove eee Cwts. 93,933 73,915 
Beef... ove eee eee she ee - 3,820 2,741 
Hams ; a ee. ee - 33,436 17,142 
Pork ‘ vi 5,078 7,412 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh . “ 12,677 12,610 
Meat, preserved, otherwise than by salting os 10,997 14,469 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Butter ove eee ove 0 Cwts. 74,477 $1,652 
Margarine .. oe sons oe 9 15,423 18,706 
Cheese ene - - ps 34,629 51,087 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums ... - - _ 8 
” cream : : 99 114 240 
» condensed . ‘ oe ” 19,286 12,447 
9» preserved, other kinds P = . 138 316 
Eggs eo a ats facto 547,972 524,319 
Poultry ‘and game ... cee ; ee Value £ 14,563 96.584 
Game .. , on - 172 ’ 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) _ ; be Cwts, 6,244 3,469 
Lard ese ee ” 40,755 31,912 
Corn, grain, meal and flour : —_ 
Wheat... ae a 6 Cwts, 1,917,000 1,768,259 
Wheat-meal and flour ove - one - 211,800 853,171 
Barley ose ove ove oe 99 582,000 175,646 
Oats... eee coe mt oe ee a 416,300 260,998 
Peas we ar cr se 55,180 43,416 
Beans on a ae - 15,420 11,457 
Maize or Indian corn... oo” - 514,000 776,271 
Fruit, raw :— 
Apples oe a ae ae Cwts. 42,666 20,276 
Apricots and peaches ... 2 in 9° 50 184 
Bananas... ove eee oo oe Bunches 110,881 54,409 
Cherries oo see oe ae Cwts, 14,397 8,348 
Currants eve ese eee e 9 _ — 
Go»seberries eee ese ccc : ” 127 180 
Grapes cco 2 ove - ” 246 228 
Lemons... “ eee ose os 9 6,467 21,997 
Oranges... oe eee eve o 99 81,750 148,469 
Pears eee cee on o - am 1,033 254 
Plums on ese occ - oe 99 _ a 
ee a eee ee eee 1,656 1,764 
Unenumerated ... ons ae eee ~ 1,124 1,494 
May” 2. eon) |.” lees ao ae ee Tons 2,895 4,214 
Straw .. oe ove ove ove See ” 2,285 694 
Hops ... wes ove eco eo on Cwts. 367 1,409 
Locust beans... ée ove - ee ” 7,600 37,760 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions... oe cee one on Bushels 87,640 236,198 
Potatoes ... om eo eco be Cwts. 197,159 208,719 
Tomatoes ... ove eve enek ime - 30,237 15,279 
Unenumerated ... ae Value £ 10,512 10,090 
Vegetables, dried ... - Al Cwts, 8,855 115 
Preserved by canning ... ove ” 2,217 2,171 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of April, 1904, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 
of Is. 1d. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, 
London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver 
. Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, 

ublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1903, in two volumes, 
may be purchased at a cost of 7s. 1d. for the first, and 5s. 
for the second volume, at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly 
Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1899-1903, and 
detailed statements of imports and exports of each article (from 
and to each country) in the first volume, and in the second volume 
details as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, tranship- 
ments, and articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the 
United Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 
16th of each month. The following are among the more im- 
portant articles which appeared in the number issued on the 
16th May:—State of the Labour Market in April; Recent 
Conciliation and Arbitration Cases and Collective Agreements ; 
Legal Cases affecting Labour ; Co-operative Productive Societies ; 
Prices of Bread, Wheat and Flour; Industrial Organisations 
Registered and Dissolved in the United Kingdom in 1903; 
Reports on Employment in the Principal Industries, &c., &c. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 

The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual and 
Miscellaneous Series issued since the last number of the “ Board 
of Trade Journal.” 


ANNUAL. 
No. 3,167. Trade of Kerman and District for 1903-04. 

Particulars of the Central India: if successful, others will 
Persia Telegraph Line. be required. 

Rate of exchange during the Openings for good Indian 
past year. mechanics and artisans, e@.7., 

Twenty water lifts imported watchmakers, bootmakers, car- 
from the United Kingdom or penters, joiners, ironworkers, 


&. 
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Government Publications. 





No. 3,168. Trade of Basra for 1903. 


Exports increased by 
339,069/. as compared with 
1902. 

Imports decreased by 20,0002. 

Proposed improvements on 


the River Tigris. 


Trade with the United King- 
dom, India, and the Colonies. 

Effect of new Persian Tariff 
on transit trade. 

Import, export, and ship- 
ping returns. 


No. 3,169. Trade of Newchwang for 1903. 


Trade in 1903 amounted to 
6,276,516. as compared with 
5,549,977l. in 1902. 


Trade and shipping at Dalny 
and Port Arthur. 

Imports, exports, and ship- 
ping tables. 


No. 3,170. Trade of Smyrna for 1902-03. 


Official statistics available 
for making an analysis of the 
fluctuations of the trade of 
Smyrna are only brought up 
to 1902. 

On ihe whole, both imports 
and exports increased in 1901 
and 1902 as compared with 
1900; particularly the imports ; 
United Kingdom retained the 
largest share in both; over 30 


per cent. of the imports and 
over 50 per cent. of the exports. 

Details of imports: textiles, 
agricultural machinery, iron 
and steel, Indian cotton yarns, 
&e. 

Export trade: carpets, raisins, 
tobacco, &c. 

Import, export, and shipping 
returns. 


This publication also contains reports from Adalia, Aivali, 
Mitylene, Rhodes, Scio, and Vourlah. 


No. 3,171. Trade of Havre for 1903. 


Comparative table of port 
charges at principal Conti- 
nental ports. 

Details of new harbour 
works: when finished, they 
will make Havre the most 
convenient point on the Con- 


tinent for passage across the - 
Atlantic. 

Table of imports: decrease 
of coal from United Kingdom, 
increase from Germany. 

Export, shipping, and agri- 


cultural returns. 


This publication also contains reports from Rouen, Caen, Dieppe, 


Honfleur, and Trouville. 


No. 3,172. 


Total estimated receipts, 
142,616,000/.; estimated ex- 
penditure, 142,609,000/. In- 
crease in 


20,000,0002, since 1583. 


expenditure of 


French Budget for 1904. 


Public debt, 1,172,360,0001. ; 
interest, 38,398,0000. 

Expenditure of Ministry of 
Commerce includes bounties ‘to 
fisheries, to shipbuilding, to 
navigation, to silk weaving. 
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Government Publications. 





Ministry of Agriculture pays The result of the abolition of 
subventions to a variety of ~— bounties has been a falling-off 
agricultural and breeding esta- in the sugar revenue of about 
blishments, and bounties on 1,500,000/. a year. 








IML GE Tt ISTO TIE TE 


the produce of silk, flax, &c. 


No. 3,173. Trade of Consular District of Rostov-on-Don for 1903. 


Statistics of imports not 
obtainable: exports-almost ex- 
clusively grain. 

Good harvest. 

Return of agricultural ma- 
chinery imported; the only 
branch of locai imports con- 
cerning which fairly definite 
figures can be quoted. 

Remarks on other imports: 
tools, sanitary fittings, textiles, 
furniture, paper, &c. 

Depression in mining in- 
dustries dating from 1900. 


Detailed tables concerning 
the output and consumption of 
coal and coke in the Donetz 
basin, which furnishes 70 per 
cent. of the entire output of 
Russia. 

Public works; proposed 
scheme to make Rostov acces- 
sible to ocean steamers: con- 
struction of railway line from 
Armayir to Tuapse: projects 
for remedying effects of 
drought. 


This publication also contains reports from Taganrog, Mariupol, 


Kertch, and Ghenitchesk. 


No. 3,174. Trade of Chinkiang for 1903. 


Value of total trade. 

Details of trade in Indian 
opium during the past seven 
years. 

Table showing course of 
competition between British 
and American goods in some 
of the chief cotton imports. 


Details of other fimports: 
woollens, metals, coal, kerosene, 
soda, &c. 

Import, export and shipping 
returns. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


No. 609. Technical Instruction in Naval Architecture and 
Engineering in Germany. 


List of technical universities 
and schools giving instruction 
in naval architecture and en- 
gineering. 

Particulars of the conditions, 
plans of instruction, &c., at the 


Berlin technical university, the 
Dantzic technical university, 
the Bremen “ Technikum,” and 
the Kiel shipbuilding and en- 
gineering school. 
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OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Patents, Designs, and Trade Marks. Twenty-first Report of the 
Comptroller-General. 178. Price 54d. 


This report deals with the work of the Patent Office during the 
year 1903. The number of applications for patents and for 
registration of designs and trade marks in 19038, as compared with 
the two preceding years, is shown by the following table :— 



















1901. 1902. 1993. 
Patents— 
Applications ... 26,788 28,972 28,832 
Specifications— 
Provisional 20,816 22,605 22,198 
Complete ... 13,583 14,877 15,821 
Sealed ... 13,062 13,764 15,718 
Designs— 
Applications ... 16,934 17,825 21,104 
Registered 16,217 17,106 20,426 
Trade Marks— 
Applications ... 8,775 8,899 9,467 
Registered 3,246 3,377 3,748 
























The report also contains a list of the principal enactments in 
foreign countries and British possessions during 1903, which 
either introduced legislation in regard to patents, trade marks, 
&c., or modified existing laws. 

In 1903 the subject of electric traction received much less 
attention than in the two or three preceding years. On the other 
hand, the development of motor cars advanced very considerably, 
especially in the last quarter of the year. This development was 
shown not only in the construction of the cars themselves, but 
also in motors for driving them, particularly oil engines, and in 
tyres, speed gears, speed indicators, lamps, and other accessories. 
The new regulations for labelling motor cars produced towards 
the end of the year many applications for number plates and 
means for illuminating them. A large increase in the number 
of inventions relating to steam turbines shows that this type of 
engine continues to gain favour, and seems likely, for some 
purposes, to prove a powerful rival to the reciprocating types of 
engines. In the second quarter of the year numerous applications 
were made for shackles or safety couplings for colliery trams or 
corves, and in the last quarter there were a large number for rotary 
heel pads for boots. Many improvements in gramophones and 
similar instruments were protected, and among the more scientific 
subjects some attention was given to mercury vapour lamps, and 
to the production of oxygen from air. 




























ae 


ae See 


ee et ae a 
is ab eg Sty pS 








% 3 , . 
OE eM a ee ee en er ee 


a a Se a ee 
55 ee een Gees y ru ake SG eens SF ay ees Doe es Aen ae Reise oF 
- 4 ee at ree Ve ME SS Pe rh a ea SS ees Sets Sa cA bt Cong 


nen 
‘ 7a 































428 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [June 2, 1904. 





Government Publications. 





Commercial No. 4 (1904). Suez Canal. Returns of Shipping 
and Tonnage 1901, 1902, and 1903. [Cd.1,955.] Price 1}d. 


This is the annual report of the British Suez Canal Directors, 
and contains returns of shipping passed through the Canal during 
1908. The number and net tonnage of the vessels which passed 
through the Suez Canal during the past three years was as 
under :— 





— Vessels. Net Tonnage. 





| SPST GRR re See Ege PRa mnie ea re 8,699 10,823,840 
ee ee aad 3,708 11,248,413 
Ree ob Ohare Ce a, te ae 3,761 11,907,288 











Last year 60°6 of the vessels using the Canal, and 62:2 of the 
net tonnage were British, as compared with 58°4 and 60:2 per 
cent. respectively in 1902. 


Railway Accidents. Returns of Accidents and Casualties during 


the year ending 31st December, 1903. [Cd. 2,085.] Price 83d. 


According to this return 1,159 persons were killed and 6,785 
injured on railways in the United Kingdom in the course of 
public traffic in 1903, the corresponding figures for 1902 being 
1,096 and 6,661 respectively. In addition, 83 persons were killed 
in 1903, and 11,792 injured by accidents which occurred upon 
railway premises, but in which the movement of railway. vehicles 
was not concerned, so that the total number of personal accidents 
reported to the Board of Trade in 1903 by the railway companies 
of the United Kingdom amounts to 1,242 persons killed and 
18,557 injured. The present return coutains reports on enquiries 
held by officers of the Railway Department of the Board of Trade 
into certain accidents which occurred during the year 1903. 


Annual Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with 
Foreign Countries and British Possessions, 1908. Vol. II. [Cd. 
2,081.] Price 5s. 


This is the second volume of the Annual Statement of Trade, 
the first volume having been noticed on p. 285 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for 12th May. This volume contains statements 
of the trade of the United Kingdom with each foreign country 
and British possession during the years 1899-1908, and of the 
imports and exports at each British port during the same period, 
as well as accounts of transhipment, warehousing and goods 
passing in transit. 
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France, No. 2 (1904). Notes exchanged between the Marquess of 
Lansdowne and the French Ambassador on signature of the Conven- 
tion and Declarations of 8th April, 1904. [Cd. 2,095.] Price 1d. 


This correspondence is mainly explanatory of the Convention 
respecting Newfoundland. 


Mines and Quarries: General Report and Statistics for 1902. 
Part IV. Colonial and Foreign Statistics. [Cd. 2,084.] Price 
1s. 8d. 


This return, which is compiled annually in the Home Office, 
contains statistics of the number of persons employed, of accidents, 
and of the output of minerals at mines and quarries in British 
colonies and foreign countries. It appears from the statistics 
contained in the report that the total amount of coal produced in 
the world in 1902 amounted to 800 million tons, the value of 
which is estimated at more than 270 million pounds sterling. The 
following figures show the main sources from which the fuel supply 
of the world is obtained :— 














Country. Metric Tons. Value. 
x 
United States ... ee nae ob = --| 273,600,000 75,373,000 
Great Britain ... ons obs okt = «-»| 230,739,000 93,521,000 
Germany one soe cee eee ot +} 150,600,000 52,654,000 
Austria-Hungary ds oak oee ed ee 39,479,000 10,528,000 
France ... eee sae aie abe — ods 29,997,000 17,459,000 
Belgium ove we ove ose oes «| 22,877,000 12,081,000 








COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued 
since lst January, 1904, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottis- 
woode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 




















Annual. 
No. Place. Price, 
413 British Guiana ... vali ona bind dia one oe 3d. 
os Cyprus ees cee ove ope ne nes ace one 3d. 
= Bahamas... ne “te ee site il ate og 12 Be 
414 Jamaica ... ait ai Po aah inca ia ay 51d. 
Miscellaneous. 
No. Place. Price, 





26 Northern Nigeria. Report on Mineral and Vegetable 
Products ... 08 oe ove ote ase cee 168 2d. 
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LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


THE following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
lst January, 1904, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 








> 2 
PELE Fa NS ES BLE AY ES EE 


No. Place. Price|| No. Place, Price 
EUROPE — Greece : 
Belgium : 3126 | Greece: Finances... 7d, 
3125 | Antwerp: Shipping and 3156 | Morea and Provinces 
Navigation ... -»- 1903) 1d. -| of A&tolia and Acarn- 
3116 | Belgium: Finances and ania ..,. bee 1903) 13d, 


Commerce in 1902 and 3148 | Thessaly eee 1903) 2d. 
Budget Estimates for 1904| 2d. || 3166 | Pirzeus ... an ioe tent Bee 
604 | Canals and other Navigable 


Waterways of Belgium ...\11}d. Italy: 
3120 | Italy : Finances .»1903} 13d. 
Denmark : 3118 | South Italy... os ge | 
3113 | Denmark (Supplemen- 605 | Changes in the Distribution 
tary) ... nan ---1902| 4d. of Works of Art in the 
3119 | Denmark (Financial Royal Galleries of 
condition) ... ere 14d. Florence ... ove oe.| 1d. 
3138 | Iceland... oe 190-02) 13d. 
Netherlands : 

France and French Colonies: 3136 | Amsterdam ... 1903} 1d. 
3146 | Calais ... eae ---1903/ 23d.|| 3163.| Java... sia oie gp 1 SOR 
3149 | Cherbourg sili ine iguc 5 
3172 | French Budget for 1904 2d. Russia : 


3171 | Havre ... ose .-- 1903} 3d. || 3128 | Odessa ... cee .-.1902) 24d, 
$117 | Indo-China _... --1902) 1d. || 3142 | Poland and Lithuania...1903) 23d. 
3164 | 45, 9 ... 1903-04) 1d, || 3115 | Rostov-on-Don -..1902| 14d. 
3130 | Nantes... on .-.1903) 1d, || 3173 os TT hail »».1903] 2}d. 
3147 | Pondicherry & Karikal ,, | ld. 


Servia: 
3139 | Servia ... 1902 and nine 
German Empire and Colonies: months of 1908) 1d. 
3145 | Chemnitz odd .--1903) 4d. 
3129 | Estimates of the German Spain: 


Empire eee ..-1904| 1d. || 3152 | Bilbao ... 20s .-.1903) 2}d. 
3153 | Germany sie .»1903) 3d. || 3165 | Galicia, Asturias, and 


3137 | Pomerania... vin eo oe Leon ... _ sco op | BAM. 

601 | Technical Instruction in 
Germany : Special Schools Sweden : 
and Courses for Mechan- 3123 | Sweden ... »+- 1902-04) 13d, 
ical Engineering and 
Electro-Technics ... | 43d, Switzerland : 

602 | Textile Technical Schools in 3150 | Switzerland ... -oee 1903) 4d. 
Germany: Development 
of the Textile Industries...| 5d, Turkey: 

603 | Technical Schools in Ger- 3154 | Aleppo and Adana _...1903) 2d. 
many for Special Branches 3168 | Basra ... eee coe my | ld. 
of the Metal Industries ...| 3d. || 3140 | Constantinople occ @ | eee 

608 | Special Schools for Ship 3170 | Smyrna... cee ove lid. 


Engineers in Germany ...| 2}d.\| 3160 | Trebizond ove .- 1903) lid 
609 | Technical Instruction in 
Natal Architecture and AFRICA— 
Engineering in Germany..| 2}d.| 3122 | Alexandria... »+1902| 2d, 

| $121 | Egypt: ... ... 1887-1902| 23d. 
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No. Place. Price|| No. Place. Price 
3135 | Liberia .. ..1903; 1d. Chile: 
3141 | Tunis ... ..1902| 14d.|| 3124 | Coquimbo id, 
606 | Prospects of Growing Cotton 
in the East Africa Pro- Colombia : 
tectorate ... .| 1d. || 3114 | Colombia - 2}d. 
607 | Country Produce T ‘raffic 0 on 
the Uganda Railway | Id. Peru: 
3134 | Iquitos ... .».1903} 3. 
AMERICA, NORTH— ASIA— 
Mexico: China: 
3112 | Mexico... «o+1902) 24d,|| 3174 | Chinkiang --.1903} 1d. 
3151 | Hankow sah ~ 
United States of America: 3162 | Kiungchow ... 9 
3133 | Maryland, _ Virginia, 3169 | Newchwang ns 1d 
West Virginia, and 3155 | Swatow... Vickie gwecgo te, eC 
Kentucky ... — ...1903} 23d.|| 3127 | Tientsin .. 1900-03) 64d. 
3159 | New York _.... see yp | 2d. || 3158 | Wuhn ... vce swe A 908 94. 
3161 | Philadelphia ... <a. ee 
3144 | Texas <co y 4 oo Persia : 
3167 | Kerman  ... 1903-04| 1d. 
AMERICA, SOUTH— Siam: 
Argentina: 3143 | Chiengmai 1902} 1}d. 
3131 | Argentine Finances, 1902-03) 13d. 
3157 | Rosario... --.1903} 1d. PACIFIC camneatl 
3132 | Samoa ... ..1903} 1d. 








1904, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 





Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since lst January, 














No. Priee. 
EUROPE— 
Denmark : 
= Agreement between the Post Office of the United Kingdom 
and the Post Office of Denmark for the —- of dees 
parcels ada 3 anak 3d, 
Italy : 
3 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Italy pro- 
viding for the settlement ig arbitration of certain classes 
of questions which may arise . ons en ove oes id, 
Spain: 
4 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Spain pro- 
viding for the Settlement by arbitration of certain classes 
of questions which may arise.. bee ose 3d. 
AMERICA, NORTH— 
United States of America: 
1 Convention between the United States and Hong Kong for 
the establishment of a parcel post service ... 1d, 
2 Convention respecting Payment of Light and Harbour Dues 
by vessels of the United States in Zanzibar... 4d. 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH _ 





OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 








The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board 4 . 


of Trade was established in 1899, in consequence of a report by a Depart © 
mental Committee, with a view to meet the constantly increasing demand © 
for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as it _ 
can be met by Government action. It is intended to be a centre at which a 
information on all subjects of commercial interest shall be collected and © 


focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it is the duty 


of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford information in 4 
reply to all enquiries on commercial matters which may be addressed to ~ 


it, whether written or verbal. 


The office is housed at No. 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., and 
(subject to the Comptroller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and ~ 
Labour Departments of the Board of Trade) is under the direction of © 


Mr. T. Worthington. The Intelligence Branch endeavours, on applica- | 
tion being made to it either personally or by letter, to supply information | 


with regard to the following subjects, viz.: Commercial Statistics; 


Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and Customs Regulations; q 
Lists of firms abroad engaged in particular lines of business in different ~ 
localities; Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Sources of © 


Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade Products; Forms of Certificates of Origin; | | 


Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers, &c., &ec. 


In consequence of the transfer of the Imperial Institute to the Board ‘ 


of Trade from the beginning of last year, the work formerly carried on by | 


the Commercial Intelligence Offices of the Imperial Institute is now con- 
ducted by the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. ~ 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch is also in communication with 7 


the Imperial Institute at South Kensington, of which Professor Wyndham 7 


Dunstan, F.R.S., has been appointed director by the Board of Trade. 
Among the branches of work in charge of Professor Dunstan are the 
scientific investigation of the economic products of the British Empire 
with a view to their commercial utilisation, and the superintendence of 
the arrangement and classification of the Collections of these products 
which are exhibited at the Institute. From time to time samples and 
specimens of raw and manufactured products will be shown in the sample 
room at 73, Basinghall Street. 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence Branch and 
intended for general information is conveyed to the public. The 
“ Journal ” is now issued weekly at the price of ld. Supplements to the 
“ Board of Trade Journal” are issued quarterly, under the title of the 
“Imperial Institute Bulletin,” containing information and reports bear- 
ing on the work carried out in the Imperial Institute at South Kensington. 

ComMERCIAL DEPARTMENT, Boarp or TRADE. 

May, 1904, 
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